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Role of Public Schools in Local Communities from
the Viewpoint of a Multicultural Society:
Case Studies in Komatsu and Takaoka Cities

Kimi TAWARA

ABSTRACT

This article attends to public schools that provide special educational services to Japanese-
Brazilian students in order to discuss their role in communities from the viewpoint of a
multicultural society. Most studies that discuss this topic have focused primarily on areas
with a high concentration of foreign residents, however, the present study focuses on areas
with a lower concentration of foreign residents. Data were collected through interviews
conducted in Komatsu City in Ishikawa and Takaoka City in Toyama, where relatively few
Japanese-Brazilians reside. The findings suggest that the following. (1) Interactions with the
local Japanese residents and Japanese-Brazilians were limited. Consequently, multicultural
societies had not developed in both cities. (2) Public schools in both cities had the potential
to develop multiculturalism like in the concentrated areas. (3)These schools also generated
segregation, which was not so conspicuous as that observed in the concentrated areas. This
study therefore suggests that a multicultural society is developed in communities by positive
contacts and creating a system that raises the possibility of multiculturalism and that inhibits
the development of segregation in schools. This study confirms that public schools play a

significant role in cultivating a multicultural society.



