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Report on teaching oral presentation skills in
Japanese textbooks:
Basic research for establishing the pedagogy
for Japanese public speaking

Nozomi Fukasawa, Kyoko Kobayashi Hillman

ABSTRACT

The present Japanese language education field emphasizes the importance of oral
communication skills through classes on conversation and speech. There is a lack of research,
however, on whether the content of current teaching methods actually meets the needs of
Japanese society where non-native speakers of Japanese must speak the language with a
higher, more professional level. The purpose of this paper is to investigate whether the
content of Japanese language textbooks currently in publication meets the actual public
speaking needs of Japanese language learners. Examining twenty-one textbooks, we found
that 1) most textbooks are for advanced intermediate level learners and higher who are likely
to be at or above Level 2 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test; and 2) the subjects
found in the majority of textbooks are exchange students followed by business people. Our
research further revealed that textbooks introduce speech genres in only limited situations.
Also, we found that terms such as “presentation” and “debate” cover slightly different areas
of meaning depending on the textbook. Therefore, we will continue to investigate the actual
public speaking needs of Japanese language learners and native speakers of Japanese so that
we can suggest a clarification of genres and characteristics of “Japanese public speaking” for

future instructional content.



