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Short-term Intensive Business Japanese Language
Education by the Kanazawa University Consortium
in the Framework of the Advanced Education
Program for Career Development of Foreign Students
in Japan: its Evaluation and Problems

Akira OTA, Takeshi IMAI, Hiroko SHIMA

ABSTRACT

This paper presents the Japanese language education, especially "Business Japanese” (BJ),
carried out by the Kanazawa University Consortium in the framework of the Advanced
Education Program for Career Development of Foreign Students in Japan, and supported by
the Japanese government. Also, we confirm that our BJ curriculum has contributed to raising
the BJ proficiency level of our students.

We have adopted a short-term intensive BJ program during the summer and the second
spring's long vacation periods, and realized a method of BJ teaching based on project
learning (PBL) and employing business teaching assistants (BTA) .

One of our problems for the near future is how to improve the Japanese proficiency level of
our candidate-students steadily before and during the preliminary period, and how to
customize the BJ materials, so as to implement our BJ education program smoothly after they

enter the course.

keywords:Career Development Program for Foreign Students in Japan, Advanced
Education Program for Career Development of Foreign Students in Japan, Short-term
Intensive Business Japanese Education, Project-based Learning (PBL), Business Teaching

Assistant (BTA)



