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The Term ''déjo"
in the Japanese Ways of the Martial Arts

Heiko BITTMANN

The term dgjo, literally meaning 'practice place of the way', was originally the Japanese
translation of the Sanskrit word bodhimanda which referred to the place where Buddha
reached enlightenment. During the Kamakura Period déj6 began to be used to refer not only
to places for Buddhist discipline, but also to places of instruction in the traditional arts. In the
martial arts, references to the first d6jé are found at the beginning of the Edo Period, however,
there existed (and still exist) a number of other expressions such as keikoba or 'place for the
practice of old [traditions]'. The term déjé did not come into commeon use until around the
end of the Meiji Period.

This presentation gives insight into the history and meaning of déjé for the Japanese Ways

of the Martial Arts (budd).



