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Japanese Language Learners' Attitudes Towards the
Use of E-Learning Kanji Materials and Tools:
A Questionnaire Survey

Anastasia MASHNINA, Kanae MIURA

Abstract.

This article is a report of results of a questionnaire research on the usage of electronic
teaching materials.

The research was conducted in November and December, 2008 among foreign students
enlisted in Kanazawa University (100 answers in total) . The aim of the research was to find
out what influence does the native language of Japanese-learners (both of kanji-using
countries and non-kanji-using countries) and the language proficiency level (beginner, middle
and higher) have on the usage of electronic dictionaries.

Among the things clarified by this research, the main results are as follows.

Electronic dictionaries are used by most of Japanese-learners from the beginning level, but
students from kanji-using countries use them more often. The main reason to purchase and
use an electronic dictionary is the functions of the dictionary, the main reason not to use a
dictionary is often an economic one. The students who use electronic dictionaries also often

write e-mails in Japanese, often read Japanese newspapers and homepages online.



