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Some differences in the expressions used in the
traffic signs of Japan and America

Masashi MINE

Abstract

Generally, direct expressions are used in traffic signs, since they do not call for special polite
expressions. However, as this research reveals, Japanese traffic signs expressing prohibitions
use indirect expressions. In contrast to English direct expressions such as [Do not + verb],
in Japanese expressions such as " ~ is prohibited (implication: therefore please, refrain from
doing it)" are used. These may be categorized as expressions of concern, since prohibitions

enforce unfavorable situations.



