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Japanese Used by International Students for
Academic Purposes

— A Comparison between International
Students and Japanese Students —

Yuko Furumoto, Toshimi Noda and Michiko Matsushita

We study here subjects on Japanese usage to which university teachers attach importance.
Questionnaires are sent out to teachers at Kanazawa University, asking them what kinds of
Japanese skills are important for academic purposes, what degree of Japanese skill is
expected for international students, and whether teachers are satisfied with students skills.
The results obtained are as follows: Teachers in the human sciences use Japanese when they
teach international students, and they communicate with the students by using simple and
slow spoken Japanese. Teachers of science courses use English more than human science
teachers. International students need to learn Japanese to participate in discussions with their
teachers or other students and to present their papers. Furthermore, students of human
science courses need to read textbooks written in Japanese and to write papers in Japanese.
Teachers are more dissatisfied with the Japanese writing ability of international students than
that of Japanese students. In particular, they complain that international students often write
papers a in conversational manner rather than in a written styles, that they rarely use technical
terms and that there are often many grammatical mistakes in their papers. On the other hand,

they complain that Japanese students have weak logical minds.





