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A Survey of Chinese Students in Ishikawa Prefecture

— A Comparative Analysis of Liberal Arts Undergraduates
and Graduate Students in the Sciences —

Etsuko Miyazaki

In recent years, the number of Chinese students has been increasing rapidly in Ishikawa
Prefecture. Almost all of these students are undergraduates majoring in liberal arts at private
universities. They differ from graduate students studying natural sciences at the national
university in the following ways. 1) Their main purpose of studying in Japan is to learn
Japanese and learn about Japanese culture, not to obtain specialized knowledge. In this, their
motives are the same as the short-term exchange students at Kanazawa University. 2 ) They
have chosen which university to attend based on recommendations from their professors in
China, or because there are existing student exchange programs in which their universities
participate, rather than on their own initiative. Compared to undergraduates at the national
university surveyed in a previous study, these undergraduate exchange students at private
universities do not focus on the attractions of a specialized department or a particular
professor when selecting a university. 3) More than 60% of these undergraduates hope to
remain in Japan after graduation, either to attend graduate school or to find employment,
rather than returning to China immediately. 4) The proportion of these undergraduate
students receiving scholarships is roughly the same as among graduate students in the
sciences at the national university, but the amount of each scholarship is quite low.
Therefore, for these undergraduates it is necessary to receive monthly allowances from their

parents and to have part-time jobs.





