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Japanese Language Use
by Kanazawa University Intensive Japanese Language Program
Graduates in Research

Yukio Hayakawa, Hiroko Shima, Kanae Miura

ABSTRACT

Between [IT1] and [TTT], Kanazawa University International Student Center sponsored a
yearly reunion for graduates of our Intensive Japanese Language Program. The following is
an examination of the results of a survey given to graduates on this occasion. The purpose
of the survey was to examine the state of Japanese language use among our graduates in their
research and study, with a view to using their input to improve our program. The participants
included here are the[T] graduates who participated in the March,[TTT] reunion, and[] who
participated twice or more in previous reunions.

According to the analysis, [11% to[1]% use Japanese in their academic lives, including
lectures, seminars, and guidance received from their advisors. Over [([1% of those giving
presentations, and over[11% of those writing reports or academic theses did so in Japanese,
though the primary motivating factor was found to be that their advisor had stipulated
Japanese language use as a requirement.

Based on these findings, we have gained an awareness of the need to consider and create
Japanese language education geared specifically for the university environment, providing
not only a solid foundation in basic Japanese, but also the means for the student to acquire

further proficiency specific to their area of research or study.
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