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Hybrid Drama Project 2000
— Based on reading comprehension and Japanese Studies,
a presentation of research results utilizing drama —

Kanae Miura, Michiyo Yamaguchi

ABSTRACT The five - month intensive Japanese language course that we provide was
originally based on the concept of being preparation for the students’ individual research. As
such, we provided instruction to the students in oral presentation in the form of a "Oral
Presentation of Research Data Project”, the guidance for which was held in parallel to their
regular Japanese classes. However, it became apparent that this presented an overload of
mostly irrelevant work for participating students who were not going on to become research
students. Moreover, the project did not always attain its primary purposes of equipping the
student with new tools for their research, or improving their skills, language or otherwise.
This obligated us to search for a different and more effective means of combining the study
of Japanese language and affairs, while providing a background that would be useful in their
post-program education/research. The resulting program is our first effort to provide such a
“complete package".

The central factor of this project was the synthesis of the concepts of drama and oral
presentation. More specifically, we abandoned the original format of having each student
give an individual presentation on their own research theme, choosing instead to have them
create and present a drama that was directly related to a central research topic that was shared
by all. By putting all the students "in the same boat", and having them work progressively on
a single project, there is (we propose) a sense of accomplishment that can be gained upon
successful completion of the project; and the imperative teamwork fosters cordial relations
among the involved members. Considering the idea in terms of its educational merit, the
concept of removing studies from the narrow confines of language acquisition, and
combining it with elements unrelated to language study, such as cultural studies and
lifestyle, creates a unique opportunity for the student to learn in a three-dimensional fashion.
Furthermore, this mode of study is combined with research, survey (and the accompanying
analysis techniques) skills, and oral presentation skills within this new format. In that sense,
this project still remains faithful to fundamental objectives of the course, while introducing
these new elements. For this reason, we designated it the "Hybrid Drama Project”

This report is a summary of the results of our experiment, written immediately after the
completion and presentation. As such, it is not a detailed examination of the project, but
merely a write-up to be passed among colleagues. We hoped that our alacrity in its publishing
would prompt useful observations and comments from our comrades in the field of education.



