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"Guidance given to International Students
regarding Oral Presentations in their Major Field of Study"

Kanae Miura, Hiroko Shima,
Yuko Furumoto and Yukiko Hayakawa

ABSTRACT The objective of this paper is to clarify the nature of advice given to
international students by their academic advisors regarding oral presentations. A
questionnaire sent to 194 advisors at Kanazawa University gained a response rate of 68.6%
(133). The data was analyzed to see if there was a significant difference between students
in the liberal arts (Group A) and sciences(Group B), and among faculties. The results are as
follows. 1) The advisors recognize that the students' Japanese language proficiency is
insufficient. 2) The advisors help their students in the following ways regarding language
problems: (i)Advisors take initiative in choosing the theme, collecting reference materials,
writing drafts and drawing charts/graphs. This help is notable in Group B. (ii)Advisors from
both A and B check the Japanese in the drafts. (iii) Group B advisors check pronunciation at
rehearsal. 3) For the most part, logic, accuracy, and time are checked at rehearsals. 4) Advice
differs between Groups A and B: (i) in Group B advisors take initiative in choosing the
theme, collecting reference materials, writing drafts and drawing charts/graphs. On the
contrary, in Group A the advisor works more as a consultant and the students are allowed
more initiative. (ii) Advisors in Group A tend to check the Japanese in the drafts, while
Group B tend to have several rehearsals. 5) There is a significant difference among faculties
in the selection, creation, and facility of visual aids. 6) 90% or more of the advisors in Group
B had experience in making foreign language presentations. The figure for Group A was
50% or more. A number of advisors from both groups made conscious efforts to utilize their
experience when giving advice to international students.
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