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Oral Presentations given by International Students
in their Major Field of Study : Language Utilized

Yuko Furumoto, Yukiko Hayakawa,
Hiroko Shima, and Kanae Miura

ABSTRACT In order to determine the actual state of language utilitization when
international students give oral presentations on their specialization, we analyzed information
obtained through questionnaires sent to the students' supervisors at Kanazawa University.
The results of the analyses are summarized as follows: 1)In many cases Japanese is used
exclusively. This was the case when:supervisors advise their international students
(66.8%); the supervisors recommend the language to be used in graduate and master's theses
presentations (54.5%); students gave the actual presentation (66.2%). 2)A higher percentage
of liberal arts students (91.1%) used solely Japanese in their presentations as compared to
students in the sciences (56.1%). The rates also varied depending on the student's faculty.
3)Whether or not supervisors recommended use of Japanese was found to depend on the
occasion with the rates for seminars, graduate or master's theses presentations, academic
meetings being 61.4%, 54.5%, and 43.7%, respectively. 4) However, the rates of actual
Japanese usage in students' presentations differed from the recommendations; the actual
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rates in the three examples being 68.5%, 66.2%, and 58.0%. 5) The factors controlling
the language used by international students in oral presentations of their graduation thesis
are: Japanese ability; their academic area (liberal arts or science); their major; the status of the
student (master's course, doctoral course, or other); and suggestion made by the supervisor.



