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A Study on Japanese Volunteer Tutors Helping International Students
Nozomi Fukasawa and Takao Okazawa

ABSTRACT  Japanese students have been helping international students learn Japanese
in the intensive course for beginners at Kanazawa University as volunteer tutors. A
questionnaire was circulated among these volunteer tutors in order to clarify their personal
characteristics, motivations, and views on Japanese as a foreign language. Three main points
became clear from the survey: (1) the percentage of women students and students majoring
in humanities are high; (2) students who have experience teaching languages, or who intend
to become language teachers tend to continue participating as volunteer tutors; (3) volunteer
tutors do not think that Japanese pronunciation and conversation are difficult, but they do
believe that Chinese characters and honorific expressions are difficult for international
students to learn.
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