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Native users views on simple Japanese

Hiroko SHima, Michiko YArzawa,
Chisai Sakurapa. and Takao Oxkazawa

ABSTRACT The purpose of this paper is to examine Japanese conscious-
ness on easy Japanese under the conversational situation with foreigners. In this
study, we used questionnaires consisting of four groups of questions and they
were provided to almost 200 Japanese including college students, graduate students
and office stuffs of university. Through the statistical analyses of these question-
naires, several features were made clear as follows. (1) Many of students and office
stuffs recognized the importance of speaking slowly and clearly and of using
gestures to make their Japanese understandable to foreigners. However, }§ of them
actually failed in selecting the easiest words and phrases, and the degree of such
failures became higher in their expressions including abbreviations. (2) The groups
to which informants belong affected the use of English words and sentences in
their limited conversation with foreigners. (3) In asking to non-native Japanese
speakers, male students tend to use the word “anata” more than female students.
(4) Difference in numbers of sentences used in a discourse between non-native
and native Japanese speakers are of significance.
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