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Towards the development of better Japanese Language CAI software
— A preliminary research to the international students at Kanazawa University —

Masashi MiNE ; Tomoko Kamapa ; Yuka Nonami ; Nozomi Fukazawa

ABSTRACT As the number of international students studying in Japan grows, so
does the diversity of their needs to the Japanese Language Education. One of the
hopeful solutions to this situation is the use of CAI software in educational scenes,
and many Language Learning Assisting programs are actually being developed.
The present authors also think that CAI is effective to respond to the varying
needs of international students, and that more CAI programs should be developed.
To achieve this goal, they have conducted a preliminary research to know what
software are really needed. They used questionnaires and analyzed the collected
answers. The main questions are:
1) What are the reasons of international students quitting midway through
Japanese language classes ?
2) What kinds of language skills do they actually want to acquire?
3) What kind of assistance can CAI software offer ?
The followings are the main findings :
1) Most quitting students are too busy in their own study to attend Japanese
classes.
2) Needs to CAI software vary as to the attributes of international students.
(e. g. postgraduate/undergraduate ; science or medicine major/humanities
or social science major)
3) Many students have easy access to computers and the Internet.
4) The kind of CAI software they need is one they can use anytime and
anywhere they like.
The results obtained here should be utilized to develop a really needed CAI
program.
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