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Gender Gap in Education
Impact on Economic Development

Developing nations of today are discovering
that their neglect and apathy in spreading basic
education is proving costly in terms of the lost
economic opportunities and hence evelopment.
If one were to see the lack of the spread of
basic education between the sexes, usually
women's education lags much behind men in
these countries. The price paid by them when
they neglect women's education could be much
more than the one if they were to neglect

men's. The gap in the educational attainments
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between the sexes in a country is usually
termed as the gender gap in education.
Countries or regions that have high gender gaps
in education tend to develop slowly compared
to those with a lesser gender gap. What follows
is based on recent surveys and research studies
of the various states of India. With a little
imagination one can arrive at broader
conclusions that would apply to most of the
developing world.

There is no gainsaying the fact that education





