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An Iconographic Study of Buddhist Sculptures of Yuan Dynasty
in Feilaifeng of Hangzhou

WANG Dan

ABSTRACT

Sixty-eight Buddhist niches created in Yuan dynasty remain in Feilaifeng of Hangzhou. As the
sculptures of Chinese Buddhism are coexisting with the ones of Tibetan Buddhism, they are of
great feature in the art of Buddhist stone carving in China. Due to the existing epigraph that
remains the dates, the sculptures were supposed to be operated from Zhiyuan Nineteen years to
Zhiyuan Twenty-Nine years (A.D.1282-1292) of Yuan dynasty.

This paper is mainly aiming at studying on the sculptures of Chinese Buddhism of Yuan dunasty
in Feilaifeng, and clarifying the relationship between the sculptures of Yuan dynasty in Feilaifeng
and the Buddhist art of Xi Xia.

In chapter two, based on field survey of Feilaifeng, a detailed description of 68 niches of Yuan
dynasty has been given, while compiling a record in pictures. In chapter three, niche 22, 50, 54, 92,
95 have been identified as Shui-Yue Kuan-Yin (7K 7 #1 %) from Chinese Buddhism. By analyzing the
iconographic system of Shui-Yue Kuan-Yin since Tang period till the Five Dynasties, Sung and Xi Xia,
an iconographic interpretation about these five images of Shui-Yue Kuan-Yin can be related both
with the art of Sung and Xi Xia. In chapter four and chapter five, niche 30 of Jambhala (FJ&f#) and
niche 75 of Vaiéravana (4[] X) are discussed. Iconography of these two sculptures can be directly
traced back to the images of the same deities from the Buddhism of Xi Xia.

As conclusion, the sculptures of Yuan dynasty in Feilaifeng, created at the end of 13 century, can
be considered as a great example which have connected with the Buddhism and its art of China,

Tibetan, Xi Xia, even India.
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