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In the doctrinal dissertation, I examined how the iconography and the worship of
Benzaiten changed in mediaeval Japan. This thesis consists of four chapters: (1)
Introduction, (2) Classification of Benzaiten, (3) Uga-benzaiten found in the
iconographic and historical documents, (4) The spread of Uga-benzaiten worship based
on the Enoshima-engi.

After discussing the background of the research with mentioning the previous
works in the introduction, I classified various types of Benzaiten worshipped in Japan
according to the iconographic characteristics in the second chapter. In the third chapter
I describe how the Uga-benzaiten worship took the position of the previous Benzaiten
worship radically in the middle of the thirteenth century, and I clarify the changes of
the iconography and doctrine of Benzaiten at this time. Furthermore, through the
history of the tozan-ha-shugen, which played an important role of spreading the
worship of Jippi-benzaiten (Benzaiten with ten arms), I considered the formation of the
images of the deity originated from Uga-benzaiten, which corresponds with the
development of Benzaiten's doctrine. Finally, I examine the process of acceptance of the
Uga-benzaiten’s worship, and I point out the existing of a religious group, which
significantly contributed to its spread with utilizing the Enoshima-engi.

In conclusion, I clarified following three points. (1)Benzaiten can be classified into
six types according to its iconography, and Uga-benzaiten has eight major
characteristics. (2) Several differences can be recognized between the iconographic
materials and the literature sources as to the retinues of Uga-benzaiten, this fact may
be caused from the procedure of interpretation of the scriptures of Uga-benzaiten. In
addition, several deities depicted in the picture of Uga-benzaiten were unified with
Uga-benzaiten as a single deity in the Muromachi Era. As its background, there are
some new doctrinal interpretations about the identification of the deity. (3) The
FEnoshima-engi proves that the Benzaiten worship became syncretic with the
indigenous religions in the eastern area of Japan, and the changes of Benzaiten worship
discussed in the previous chapters correspond with the formation of the Enoshima-engi.
The activity of Tendai priest group, which expanded into this area of this period, should

be emphasized for explaining this fact.
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