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The Structure and Meaning of Tag Questions: A Cognitive Linguistic Approach
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(1) The answer is twenty, isn’t it? (rising tone = Am I right?)
(2) The view is magnificent, isn’t it? (falling tone= I'm sure you agree)
(Wells 2006)
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(3) Brilliant, isn’t he?
(4) Feels strange to be going home, doesn’t it?
(5) T'll bet you loved that, didn’t you, Potter?

(6) Tragic of course, to lose one’s family; never whole again, are we?
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RON: Those weasels! Never told me about any Marauder's Map!
HERMIONE: But Harry isn't going to keep it. (7) He's going to turn it over to Professor

Mcgonagall, aren't you?
RON: Oh, sure. Along with his invisibility cloak?
(Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban: 2004)
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(8) a. I always told you that I was a bit mad, {didn’t I? /*wasn’t 1?}
b. I think Tom likes foreign beers, {*don’t I?/ doesn’t he?}
(Nakau 1994: 166)
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Wierzbicka(2006)i%, INEERISCALLTO X 5 e AXTHR A, T TOFNCYTITED & Lz,

S, lopposite-polarity tag/?
(a) Isay: S
(b) I think you would say the same
(c) I know: you may not want to say the same
(d) T want you to say if you would say the same

(e) I think you will say you would say the same

(9) Maria is Italian, isn’t she?

(10) Maria is very nice, isn’t she?

(11) Randolph got enough books to start a public library, haven’t you, Mr. Randolph?
(Wierzbicka2006: 255-256)
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(c) Elaborated Interactive Clause

Interactive Clause (3)
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Your son, athome he has always been pleasant, hasn’t he?

(Langacker 2015)
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The CDS of A level Tag Questions (author)



The CDS of B level Tag Questions (author)
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Categories
A-1: Information Seeking
A-2: Agreement Seeking

B: Discourse Management

Structural Patterns

I : Word + Tag
II': Subjectless Clause + Tag

IV: Main Clause + Complement + Tag

(anaphoric)

V: Main Clause + Complement + Tag
(non-anaphoric)

VI: Clause + Tag (non-anaphoric)

The Relationship of Categories and Structural Patterns (author)
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(12) Amazing, isn’t it?

Elaborated Interactive Clause
A" /' Interactive Clause Interactive Clause / R"
_ A'/JCORE
R AlVs R
Amazing, isn’t it?

(13) Martin was just leaving when Stephen rang, weren’t you?

Elaborated Interactive Clause
Interactive Clause / A" R"/ Interactive Clause
A'/JCORE . A'/JCORE
A Vs R AlVs R
Martin | was | just leaving when Stephen rang, weren't you?
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(14) Cold, isn’t it?

The Construal Configuration of Extended Types (author)
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