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Abstract
Persons with disabilities in Malaysia are often viewed as “objects of charity”. Persons with
disabilities in Malaysia are becoming more aware of their entitled rights with the global movement
which recognizes disability as a human rights issue which in turn has influence the enactment of the
Persons with Disabilities Act 2008. Prior to Persons with Disabilities Act 2008 there were no
specific piece of legislation which comprehensively deals with persons with disabilities. The act
came into force in 2008 and in the same year, Malaysia became signatory to the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. With the enactment of the law, Malaysian
Government claimed Malaysia had heralded a paradigm shift from charity to rights-based approach.
Though provision of Persons with Disabilities Act 2008 is very similar to the Convention, the core
part of the Convention which emphasize on human rights and equality is withdrawn from the act.
This thesis focuses on the inadequacies in the Persons with Disabilites Act 2008 which inadvertently
impinges upon persons with disabilities rights and goes on to suggest methods to restore the rights.
The paper first look into the rights of persons with disabilities from 4 aspects, namely the right to
education, the right to work, the right to mobility and the right to social welfare benefits. Then, it
examines the factor hindering the rights of persons with disabilities by looking into the historical
background, national matter and disability movement. This paper specifically examines the
effectiveness of Persons with Disabilities Act 2008 in safeguarding persons with disabilities
rights.The paper examines the effectiveness of the act by doing comparison with the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Last, the paper also presents view to safeguarding the
rights of persons with disabilities in Malaysia.
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