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Metal ornaments from the 1st century B.C. to the 5th century A.D.
: focusing on the Xianbei artifacts from Northern frontier of China
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This paper aims at reconsidering the Xianbei archaeology of the northern
frontier of China from the 1st century B. C. to the 5t century A. D. Archaeological
sites which were tinged with nomadic artifacts have been attributed to Xianbei tribe.
This viewpoint depended on the Chinese historical documents, and the results of
archaeological excavations were also understood according to this assumption. In
order to reconsider this assumption, the author chose metal personal ornaments as
the research objects, studying their distributions and developments.

Based on the changes of pottery composition, the author recognized two
periods in the history of Xianbei. The first is named Proto-Xianbei period, in which
metal personal ornaments are distributed fundamentally on the Mongolian plateau.
However, the two types of belt, furnished with plaques of winged horse and
galloping horse, are found along the line N. Lat.40 from Siberia to Northern China.
In conclusion, Proto-Xianbei’s metal ornaments are complicated.

The second period includes the Northern Wei and Three Yan period. All kinds
of metal ornaments of Northern Wei dynasty are different from those of the first
period, making their appearance first at this second period. Some of the new types
were common to Central Asian materials. These ornaments were used until Tang
dynasty.

Metal ornaments from the Three Yan dynasties originated from 4 different
regions; Six Dynasties, Manchuria, Mongolia and indigenous Three Yan territory.
People amalgamated those 4 different styles together and created their own types of

metal ornaments, characterized with unique forms and compositions.
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