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Abstract

This study presents a case study of kalamkari, which is a kind of dyed cloth produced by

hand-drawn technique, and its makers in Sri Kalahasti, which is a Hindu pilgrimage town in
Andhra Pradesh State in South India. The word ‘%kalamkari’ derives from the words kalam’
meaning pen and ‘kari’ meaning work. At first, kalamkari is characterized by the use of natural
dyes (vegetable dyes) on cotton cloth. It is said that kalamkari was a kind of temple cloth,
displayed in temple buildings on religious days. But now its ritual role has been lost.
Today the characteristics of kalamkari are the results of the revival of Indian handicrafts by a
promotion policy run by the Indian government in the1950%s. Particularly, after 2004, there were
two big movements, starting a new project and an NPO in Sri Kalahasti, and these movements
have caused changes in ‘traditional’ kalamkari production. Also, the varying techniques and skill
levels among the makers in Sri Kalahasti have been noticeable. ,

The self representation as “maker” demonstrates the consciousness,“what kind of maker am I”,
of these makers producing kalamkari , and a typical example of their self-representation is ‘artist’.
In the process of choosing the self-representation ‘artist’, self identity as a handicrafts maker is
mmportant. This “self identity” might emerge through the mutual influence of “cbject” and
“person”, in the creative process.
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