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Abstract

This thesis carried out the research on numeral classifiers. The purpose of this thesis
is to clarify cognitive functions of numeral classifiers by contrasting the examples
in Japanese and Chinese with English from the viewpoint of cognitive linguistics.
Japanese and Chinese are called numeral-classifier languages and English is called
singular-plural language in this thesis. However, numeral classifiers are commonly
seen as unnecessary. This thesis opposed such viewpoint and considered the following
arguments: Firstly, numeral classifiers cannot be omitted. Secondly, numeral classifiers
must be carefully selected to use in the appropriate situations. Thirdly, since numeral
classifiers can act as pronouns, as well as profile determinants, they are involved in one
of the most important cognitive processes which is called grounding. Lastly, numeral
classifiers are regarded as a reference points when identifying the number of objects.
These phenomena demonstrate numeral classifiers take part in important cognitive
functions, such as categorization, bounding, grounding and reference point. Nonetheless,
there are several aspects regarding numeral classifiers are clear: Counting is a kind of
categorization; numeral classifiers and counting objects can be considered as schema
and instance respectively; numeral classifiers can create boundaries for counting objects
by various bounding approaches; numeral classifiers are used as grounding elements to
carry out grounding in numeral-classifier languages; numeral classifiers can be regarded
as reference points for counting objects.
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