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Abstract

The purpose of essay writing guidance in Japanese language education is not only
to improve the student’s ability in essay writing but to also enhance the student’
s autonomy, or sense of self-responsibility when writing. Students carried out the
peer response activity, were then surveyed and after analysing their responses,
improvements were made to the peer response activity. In addition, the effectiveness of
using peer response in feedback activities and whether the use of peer response leads to
improvement in the student’s autonomy was reviewed. This study, based on the analysis
of these 2 aspects, examined the significance of peer response in Japanese language
education.

After exploring the effectiveness of peer response, it was evident that peer response
played a large influence in how students revised the organization and content of their



essays. In order to carry out peer response activities effectively, it is implied that the
method and content of instruction needs to be considered carefully. Furthermore, it was
clear that students were able to judge the relevance of peer feedback and there were
indications that this activity contributed to how students revised their work from peer
response.

It was understood that students adapted to peer response from analyzing their
reflective writings after carrying out the peer response activities. Students who were
teacher dependent can adapt to collaborative learning, which leads to autonomous
learners. This is a result of the effectiveness of peer response improving autonomy.

Based on this study, it became clear the effectiveness feedback has on peer response
and at the same time, the possibilities as an activity to cultivate an autonomous writer.
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