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Abstract

For the purpose of studying how human existence and cultural phenomena relate
each other, this thesis describes, analyzes and examines the relationship between the
Bunraku, The Love Suicides at Sonezaki and those who accept it.

In Chapter 1, Section 1 examines why the Bunraku can provide a case study of this
thesis. Sections 2 and 3 deal with the “Bunraku Score” (the Score), the analysis tool used
for this thesis, discussing not only its significance but also its problems and their
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solution procedure. Section 4 shows the Score made for this thesis.

Chapter 2 analyzes, by using the Score, how the performance is accepted. Sections 1
and 2 show how the analysis is done. Section 3 reads and analyzes the Score. The
analysis is summarized in Section 4.

In Chapter 3, based on the Score, a physical analysis on accepters’ emotions is made,
illustrating the basic frequency and the power of the emotions by using Fourier analysis.

Chapter 4 examines the relationship between human emotions and the Bunraku, by
using a psychological experiment. Section 1 shows what led to the experiment. Section 2
takes a brief look at a psychological view on visual acceptance. Section 3 explains the
psychological experiment that this experiment refers to. Section 4 shows the purpose and
method of the experiment, its participants, the stimuli, the equipment and other
procedures. Section 5 compares the experiment results with the accepters’ knowledge of
the Bunraku, the types of stimuli and the accepters’ emotions while perceiving the
stimuli.

Chapter 5 describes the chronological relationship between an accepter and the
Bunraku. Section 1 and 2 deal with linguistic units, analyzing and examining the word
Kawatake. Section 3 features the representation of a Yujo, a prostitute, examining how
an accepter reacts to the representation and forms its image.

Chapter 6 concludes this study. Although it proved to be difficult to model the
relationship between the Bunraku and its acceptance as originally planned, this case
study shows an aspect of the relationship.

The Bunraku Score is attached as a reference.
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