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Abstract

Gandharba is one of the lower occupational castes in Nepal. The occupation of this caste is
to sing songs from village to village by playing the ‘sarangs, a four-stringed musical
instrument used exclusively by the caste. In exchange, they receive food such as rice and
maize from the villagers. For this reason, Gandharbas are regarded as ‘musicians’ on one
hand, and as ‘beggars’ on the other.

Since the 1950s, there has been a drastic transformation in Kathmandu, the capital of
Nepal, from a pre-industrialized to a modernizing hub of the country. Following the
development of tourism in Nepal since the 1970s, some young Gandharbas started to engage
in tourist business in Kathmandu. These urban migrants were then forced to cope with
changes in the modernizing city, such as the increasing flow of tourists, the rise of interest in
sarangi as a national musical instrument and the rapid growth of monetary economy.

In this dissertation, I study particularly the lives and everyday practices of these urban
migrants of Gandharba based on data I collected through my fieldwork. I also examine the
way that they take advantage of the urbanizing and modernizing society as a means to

improve their socio-economic status.
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