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Abstract

This dissertation first traces the historical development of Kaga Han control over Tateyama's religious
officiants (the shuto of the temple towns Ashikura - ji and Iwakura - ji) under the Bakuhan administrative
system .

It then focuses on the organization of the Ashikura - ji temple complex and the proselytizing (kanjin)
activities of its officiants, specifically analyzing the cultivation of parishes, both within and beyond the borders
of Kaga Han, and the logistics of amulet distribution in parishes. Also examined is the evolution of Tateyama
Mandalas (their content, variations, and production), the visual aids or tools used during these religious
activities. Moreover, this study explores the ritual content of the Cloth Bridge Consecration Ceremony
(Nunohashi kanjd - e) conducted in the town of Ashikura - ji to pray for female rebirth in paradise (gokuraku
0j0), and looks at the development of that ritual over time. The evolution of Tateyama belief during the early
modern period is studied from the perspective of historical science.

The research for this dissertation is based primarily on surviving historical documents discovered at former
inns in Ashikura - ji and Iwakura - ji, as well as those documents related to Kaga Han management of Tateyama
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(preserved in the Kanazawa City Tamagawa Library) and documents concerning Tateyama belief in other
localities. It is also based on the study of forty - one surviving Tateyama mandalas.
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