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(On Lerch and Skiing: What the Evidence in Austria Indicates)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify that part of Lerch's earlier life and the activities related to skiing that
enabled him later to become a pioneer of skiing in Japan. The significance of this study is to reconsider the
period of birth in Japanese skiing in light of what we now know about Lerch in his own country, and thus to
clarify the historical roots of Japanese skiing. The results of this study can be summarized as follows:

(1) The reason of Lerch's coming to Japan was his dispatch on orders cut at the department of national
defense, assigning him the role of finding out the condition and overall situation of the Japanese army
relative to the rival European global power, Russia, and its army in the Far East.

(2) The overall character and personality evidenced from his boyhood and school careers reveal a man of
poise and excellence, and these characteristics carried over into his military career as a junior officer.

(3) The impetus for Lerch to start his instruction in skiing was the proposal made by a military attache at the
embassy in Putz, a man who knew Lerch very well.

(4) Lerch was motivated by his sense of duty and service as a soldier to learn skiing under Zdarsky. He
then rendered distinguished services for the purpose of introducing skiing to the army as well as its spread
amongst the citizenry.

(5) After coming to Japan, Lerch proved able to teach and promote skiing: he taught formal ski lessons,
conducted ski tours, and oversaw ski competitions. These experiences and expertise enabled him to
introduce in Japan skiing as an alpine sport and a skill with military application. Much of this he had
learned in Austria, when he had helped Zudarsky to promote the sport of alpine skiing while also
developing the army's alpine infantry techniques.
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