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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to compare mother-child interaction in Taiwanese
children with Down syndrome with that in their Japanese counterpart. The participants of the
study were 20 Taiwanese and 20 Japanese children with Down syndrome, 20 Taiwanese and 20
Japanese children with no disability, and their mothers. Each mother-child dyad was videotaped
at their home during free play and at mealtime. In each country, the two groups of children were
matched for ELA and MLU. The results were as follows: (1) The mothers of Taiwanese children
with Down syndrome produced more utterances, turns, directives, questions, information,
evaluation, directive questions, and fewer responses, clarification requests, than the mothers
of Taiwanese children with no disability. (2) The mothers of Japanese children with Down
syndrome produced more questions, requests for information, and fewer evaluation, responses,
clarification requests, than the mothers of Japanese children with no disability. (3) The mothers
of Taiwanese children produced more utterances, directives, information, evaluation, test
questions, directive questions, longer turns, and fewer turns, questions, responses, requests for
information, clarification requests, confirmation requests, than the mothers of Japanese children.
(4) The mothers of Japanese children indicated smaller maternal dominance of utterances and
turns than the mothers of Taiwanese children. (5) The mothers of Taiwanese children produced
more “manner”, “conversation”, “information”, “mother's comment”, and fewer “eat”, “taste”,
“Kejime” (Asking before-meal ritual, or prohibiting to play while eating) than the mothers of
Japanese children. (6) Diagnosis x ELA interaction for prohibition was significant. (7) Diagnosis
x country interaction for evaluation, directive questions, “speaking for child” was significant. (8)
The results indicated that it would be undesirable to characterize maternal communication style
using data collected in an only situation.
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