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Abstract

School sport and club sport in Germany have played a pedagogically important role in schools and
communities respectively. In Germany, at the same time, school sport and club sport started to cooperate
increasingly intimately, especially after the 1980's. The purpose of this study is to consider the following
questions : 1) What background did this intimate cooperation between school sport and club sport come
from? 2) In what structure and with what characteristics is this cooperation developed?

Because of both ideal background and practical background, the cooperation between school sport and
club sport became necessary. Responding to the prevalence of “the idea on cooperation” in the 1980's,
the cooperation has become more and more active. The cooperation is required, on the other hand, as s
strategy to deal with following problems, for instance, critical situations in school sport, the crisis of club
sport in process or structural change, and the crisis in the development of young people.

The cooperation between school sport and club sport is developed in “the cooperative sport education
system” where there is the cooperation between the federal level, the state level, the level of schools and
sport clubs. The federal level practiced by the Education Minister Conference and the German Sports
Federation etc., present “the idea on cooperation”™ which indicates the direction of the entire system. The
state level practiced by Ministries of Education and State Sports Federations etc., provide for concrete
measures how to achieve the federal level of “the idea on cooperation”, especially in the frame of the
cooperation programs. The cooperation programs are put into practice by the cooperation between each
school and each club in states. At this level, non-institutionalized and informal cooperation is also being
developed together with the cooperation institutionalized by the cooperation programs. To seek this coop-
eration, the role of school sport teachers and sport club coaches who are pedagogically capable, sport-

pedagogically able, and have a coaching ability on specific sports items is extremely important.
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