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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clear the interactional functions of interruptions in conversations in
Japanese through the analysis of verbal and non-verbal behaviors including eye-gaze of Japanese native
speakers and learners of Japanese.

On the basis of tape-recorded and video-taped conversations, five types of interruptions were identified
in casual Japanese conversations between native Japanese speakers : l)early starts, 2)interruptions to take
floors, 3)unsuccessful interruptions, 4)cooperative overlaps, 5)simultaneous turns.

Although previous studies focus on interruptions which violate turn of others, many of interruptions in
conversations between native Japanese speakers have cooperative rather than obstructive effect. In
conversations between native Japanese speakers and learners of Japanese, native Japanese speakers often
interrupt turns of learners to help them to speak fluently.

These results lead to the conclusion that interruptions in Japanese conversations play important
supportive roles in conversational interaction.
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