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Abstract

This thesis aims at presenting a comprehensive exposition on the calligraphic model textbooks for
women published during the Edo period, on the basis of a close examination of most of the extant
materials on this subject, rather than a partial study which the existing works tend to be.

Up to the middle of the eighteenth century, those textbooks bearing ‘myohitsu (female hand) as part
of their title, were overwhelmingly written by women. However, the existence of some which were
written by men indicates that ‘myohitsu’ had a meaning both of ‘by women’' and ‘for women’. The
Kyoho era saw the peak in their publication. Male authors, however, largely replaced female authors from
the Horeki era, and this paralleled the shift in the textbooks from being simply models for writing
practice to providing epistolary examples.

The two outstanding female writers of these textbooks from the end of the seventeenth century were
Tsuna Isome and Myotei Hasegawa. While Isome's emphasis was on a feminine and correct form of
expression, Hasegawa, more of an artist, concentrated on developing a unique style in ‘chirashigaki
(scattered writing) . Their writing greatly promoted the evolution of a practical commoner style and

distinct feminine epistolary models for women of the Edo period.
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