Special Expansion of Japanese Serow, as Related
to Human Activities, in Mt. Hakusan Area
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Abstract

Relation between population distribution of the Japanese serow (Capricornis crispus, Bovidae) and
human activities was studied in the Mt Hakusan area. The distribution front lines were depicted at
intervals of ten years, since 1955. The ranges of the serow expanded from 306ki to 1,292kdi in 1995,
The serow distribution expanded from highland and steep areas. Steep valleys were advance bases in the
expansion of the distribution. Some serow was forced to migrate up to the subalpine zone in summer,
when cultivation and charcoal making approached to the altitude of about 1,000m.

In spite of prohibition by law, serow hunting for meat and fur continued until the 1960's. As
transportation developed commercial avenues, the supply of fresh meat into those areas resulted in fall
of the value of wild animal meat. Meanwhile, cultivation and charcoal making declined in the same
period. Forestry workers tended to take new occupations such as construction labors, and the human
population of the areas rapidly decreased. As a result, large areas were released to wild animals.

In the foothills, people avoided to cultivate small fields and took jobs in urban area, changing their
concern for forests, from an area of production to that of a nature reserve. The serow lost fear of
humans, as they stopped hunting and changed attitude towards wildlife. Consequently, the serow expanded
distribution in most forest zone, even near human settlements.

The Hakusan area must be one of the best areas for good management of wildlife such as serow,
because a wide space free from humans is preserved. The idea of natural resource needs to be
reconsidered in order to sustain coexistence of human with wildlife.

Key words : Japanese serow (Capricornis crispus), distributional expansion, human impact, depopulation.
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