Histrical study about the process of formation of
Health Insurance Law in Japan
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Abstract

In Japan, health insurance system is managed by both the government and Health
Insurance Society.

There are numerous studies about the process of formation of health insurance system,
but they have not been carried out extensively. The purpose of this study is to evaluate
the process of formation of health insurance system taking the role of Japan Medical
Association into consideration.

During World War I, the capital of Japan grew rapidly, the number of factory workers
increased. Many people moved to urban areas from rural villages. The people of labouring
class in urban areas had serious uneasiness about their illness and injury.

The Health Insurance Law came into exsistence in 1922. In this law, the insured were
limited to the regular employees who were placed under the control of the factory acts.
Since the majority of these people were not the members of mutual benefit associations,
they were put under the government management. And, most members of mutual benefit
associations of big business joined Health Insurance Society. Both the government and Health
Insurance Society were insurer of health insurance system. This situation came from the
Japanese economic structure which had big business and minor business simultaneously.
The Health Insurance Law was the starting point of multiplex structure of medical insurance
system in Japan.
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