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The History of Korean Language Education by the Japanese
——with special reference to the process of colonization —

Nam Sang-nyoung, Graduate Student, Tokyo Metropolitan University

This study clarifies the characteristics of the
ways Japanese learned the Korean language dur-
ing the period from the late 19th to 20th centuries,
accordingly :

{ 1) The first language school specializing in
Korean “Kangogakusho” was established by the
Tsushima feudal clan at Izuhara in 1727. It was
founded from the necessity of educating qualified
official interpreters to build diplomatic relation-
ships with Korea. The education was based
on mutual understanding and “Korin” (sincere
friendship ) between the two countries. The con-
tents of the textbooks, called “Korinsuchi” or
“ringotaipang,” helped in the understanding of
Korea’'s natural and cultural traditions.

{2 ) In 1872 another Korean language school
for “kangogakusho” was established by the Meiji
government in Izuhara with the implicit motive
of colonizing Korea. The institution was later
moved to Pusan as the “Shoryokangogakusho,”
which provided oppartunities for practical train-
ing. Despite its motive, the curriculum was still
dependent on the accumulated knowledge of the
Edo period.

(3) In 1880 Korean language study began at
the mass level. The Tokyo Foreign Language
School set up a Department of Korean Language.
They also began teaching Korean to the children
of Japanese living in Korea. A variety of text-
books was published in this period including
“An Introduction to the Korean Language.” The
colonization policy was also furthered by the

curriculum of the Korean Department at the

Tokyo Foreign Language School. The study of
Korean, however, focused on the importance of
understanding Korean culture and lifestyle.

{4) During the period of the Sino -Japan War
(1894-1895) as many as 23 Korean language text-
books were published, such as “Korean for the
Military.” The subordinate relationship between
Japan and Korea was reflected in the style of the
sentences and the contents of these books. In
some textbooks Han-gule was even replaced by
katakana in the writing of Korean. This attitude
shows that language was not regarded as an
important cultural factor. These changes were
seen not only in military textbooks but also in
those used by ordinary people. They lacked the
contents necessary to understand Korean culture
and lifestyles.

This process of change was made definite by
the Sino-Japanese War. The study of the lan-
guage had gradually become a means of colonial
management, and this attitude of transferring
Japanese culture was also carried through the
management of railroads, banks, and telecom-
munications.

In 1907, Japanese became an official language
in Korea, followed by the annexation of Korea in
1910, and then by the decision to make Japanese
the national language of Korea in 1911. A tripar-
tite policy was then formed by making Japanese
compulsory for Koreans, prohibiting the use of
Korean by ordinary Japanese, and teaching
Korean to those Japanese on the front line of

colonization including police, teachers, etc.



