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About the Layered Structure of Fresco in the East Cave Church of

Gravina di Riggio

Nozomu Etoh”

Only a few of the paintings realized at the time these church were built are still visible today. They are very rare. The paintings
have been redrawn many times during the history. A new painting was overlaid on the previous one, when it started to look old.
The large part of Italian medieval cave wall paintings in Puglia region, object of this research, suffered bad environmental
damages and get lost. But thanks to these damages, it is possible today to see clearly the multiple layer structure of these

paintings, and understand the process of their realization.

Gravina di Riggio’s east cave church wall painting, in Grottaglie, are extremely damaged too, so it's possible to learn about
their realization process. It's possible to observe a three layers structure in different parts of the paintings. This report, based on a
fieldwork research, is a detailed analysis of the multiple layer structure of these paintings, and a reflection about their realization

process.

Key Words: Cave church, Fresco, Layered structure,

Reform, Grottaglie,

East Cave Church of Gravina di Riggio
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