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The animal’s note changed its quality. It was not now rage, but the cry of
despair; long-drawn, slow and hopeless.

‘Upon my soul I would sooner have gone without the pig than have had this
to do!’ said Jude. ‘A creature I have fed with my own hands.’

‘Don’t be such a tender-hearted fooll There's thé sticking~knife—the one
with the point. Now whatever you do, don’t stick un too deep.’

Tl stick him effectually, so as to make short work of it. That’s the chief
thing.’

‘You must not!’ she cried. “The meat must be well bled, and to do that he
must die slow. We shall lose a shilling a score if the meat is red and bloody! Just
touch the vein, that’s all. 1 was brought up to it, and I know. Every good butcher
keeps un bleeding long. He ought to be eight or ten minutes dying, at least.’

‘He shall not be half a minute if I can help jt, however the meat may look,
said Jude determinedly. Scraping the bristles from the pig’s upturned throat, as
he had seen the butchers do, he slit the fat; then plunged in the knife with all his
might.

“0d damn it all’ she cried, ‘that ever 1 should say it! You've over-stuck un!
And I telling you all the time ——

‘Do be quiet, Arabella, and have a little pity on the creaturel’

‘Hold up the pail to catch the blood, and don't talk!

However unworkmanlike the deed, it had been mercifully done. The blood
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flowed out in a torrent instead of in the trickling stream she had desired. The
.dying animal’s cry assumed its third and final tone, the shriek of agony; his
glazing eyes riveting themselves on Arabella with the eloquently keen reproach
of a creature recognizing at last the treachery of those who had seemed his only
friends. (1 —10%)
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What could he do of a lower kind than self-extermination; what was there
less noble, more in keeping with his present degraded position? He could get
drunk. Of course that was it; he had forgotten. Drinking was the regular,
stereotyped resource of the despairing worthless. He began to see now why
some men boozed at inns. He struck down the hill northwards and came to an
obscure public-house.----+-

Staggering homeward late that night, with all his sense of depression gone,
and his head faily clear still, he began to laugh boisterously, and to wonder how

Arabella would receive him in his new aspect.------ (I —11%%)
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Mixen Lane was the Adullam of all surrounding villages. It was the hiding-
place of those who were in distress, and in debt, and trouble of every kind. Farm
-labourers and other peasants, who combined a little poaching with their farm-
ing, and a little brawling and bibbing with their poaching, found themselves
sooner or later in Mixen Lane. Rural mechanics too idle to mechanize, rural
servants too rebellious to serve, drifted or were forced into Mixen Lane.,

The lane and its surrounding thicket of thatched cottages stretched out like
a spit into the moist and raisty lowland. Much that was sad, much that was low,
some things that were baneful, could be seen in Mixen Lane. Vice ran freely in
and out certain of the doors of the neighbourhood; recklessness dwelt under the
roof with the crooked chimney; shame in some bow-windows; theft (in times of
privation) in the thatched and mud-walled houses by the sallows. Even slaugh-
ter had not been altogether unkown here. In a block of cottages up an alley
there might have been erected an altar to disease in years gone by. Such was

Mixen Lane in the times when Henchard and Farfrae were Mayors. (36%)
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T'll bring it to you here in the passage,’ she said. “There’s nobody but me

about the house to-day.’
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She brought him a bottle and a glass, and he drank. Arabella began
shaking with suppressed laughter. ‘What is this, my dear?’ he asked, smacking
his lips.

‘O—a drop of wine—and something in it.’ Laughing again she said: ‘I poured
your own love-philter into'it, that you sold me at the Agricultural Show, don’t
you remember?’

‘I do, I do! Clever woman! But you must be prepared for the consequences.’
Putting his arm round her shoulders he kissed her there and then.

‘Don’t, don’t,” she whispered, laughing good-humouredly. ‘My man will
hear.’

She let him out of the house, and as she went back she said to herself:; “Well!
Weak women must provide for a rainy day. And if my poor fellow upstairs do
go off —as I suppose he will soon—it’s well to keep chances open. And I can't
pick and choose now as I could when I was younger. And one must take the old

if one can’t get the young.’ (VI—101%)
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As soon as he could speak he murmured, his eyes still closed: ‘A little water,
please.’
Nothing but the deserted room received his appeal, and he coughed to

exhaustion again—saying still more feebly: ‘Water —some water — Sue— Arabel-
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The room remained still as before. Presently he gasped again: “Throat—
water —Sue—darling—drop of water—please—O please!’

No water came, and the organ notes, faint as a bee’s hum, rolled in as
before.

While he remained, his face changing, shouts and hurrahs came from
somewhere in the direction of the river.

‘Ah—yes! The Remembrance games,” he murmured. ‘And 1 here. And Sue
defiled!

The hurrahs were repeated, drowning the faint organ notes. Jude’s face
changed more: he whispered slowly, his parched lips scarcely moving:
| ‘Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said,
There is a man child conceived.’

(‘Hurrah!)

‘Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the

light shine upon it. Lo, let that night be solitatry, let no joyful wvoice come
therein.’

(‘Hurrah!’)

‘Why died I not from the womb? Why did I not give up the ghost when I
came out of -the belly?... For now should I have lain still and been quiet. 1
should have slept: then had I been at rest! g

(‘Hurrah!) (VI—11%5)
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Grace was amazed at the mildness of the anger which the suspicion
engendered in her. She was but little excited, and her jealousy was languid even
to death. It told tales of the nature of her affection for him. In truth, her ante-
nuptial regard for Fitzpiers had been rather of the quality of awe towards a
superior being than of tender solicitude for a lover. It had been based upon
mystery and strangeness —— the mystery of his past,of his knowledge, of his
professional skill, of his beliefs. (28#)
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He looked and smelt like Autumn’s very brother, his face being sunburnt to
wheat-colour, his eyes blue as corn-flowers, his sleeves and leggings dyed with
fruit-stains, his hands clammy with the sweet juice of apples, his hat sprinkled
with pips, and everywhere about him that atmosphere of cider which at its first
return each season has such an indescribable fascination for those who have
been born and bred among the orchards. He_r heart rose from its late sadness
like a released bough; her senses revelled in the sudden lapse back to Nature
unadorned. (28%f)
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After her first appalled sense of what had happened the faint notes of a
military or other brass band from the river reached her ears; and in a provoked
tone she exclaimed, ‘To think e should die just now! Why did he die just now!’
Then meditating another moment or two she went to the door, softly closed it
as before, and again descended the stairs.

‘Here she is!’ said one of the workmen. ‘We wondered if you were coming
after all. Come along; we must be quick to get a good place. ---Well, how is he?
Sleeping well still? Of course, we don’t want to drag ‘ee away if ——

‘O, yes—sleeping quite sound. He won’t wake yet,” she said hurriedly.

‘0, I say—how jolly! I'm glad I've come,’ said Arabella. ‘And~it can’t hurt
my husband—my being away.’ (VI—11%¢)
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