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EARLY LANGUAGE, SYMBOLIC PLAY AND DRAWING ACTIVITY
- IN THE SECOND YEAR CHILD.

Kyoko YAMAGATA

This study examined temporal correspondences between the emergence of cate-
gories in early language, symbolic play and drawing, based on a longitudinal observa-
tion of a girl from 12~24 months of age. The main results were as follows: There were
the correspondences between the onset of categories of language and symbolic play
(the emergence of word-chains and combinatorial play, two-word utterances and
combinatorial pretend, two-word utterances with rules and planning in pretend), but
language and symbolic play development preceded drawing development. However,
drawing activity developed through the same representational stages. The relation-
ships among early language, play and drawing were discussed.

Key words: early language, symbolic play, drawing, the second year child, repre-

sentation.
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TABLE 3 Age of emergence of categories in early language, symbolic play
and drawing development.

Age{months)

Language

Symbolic play

Drawing

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

- Naming word

- Demonstrative pro-

noun

+ Word-chains

- 10 different words

-.Naming absent objects

- Two-word utterances

without rule

- Rule-governed two-

word utterances

- 50 different words

- Multiple-word utter-

ances

- Conventional naming
act
Self-pretence
- Pretence to other per-
son

- Pretence to dolls

- Combinatorial play

- Substitution
- Combinatorial play
with ‘combined
themes.
. Planning

- Creation of symbolic
elements

- Suggesting drawing

themes to other

person

- Drawing on the other’

s drawing

- Drawing with naming

- Drawing element

without rule

+ Rule-governed draw-

ing

+ Planning (parts)

- Planning (whole)
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