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“If I were to live a hundred years,” he wrote Chapman and Hall on 1 November
1836, “and write three novels in each, I should never be so proud of any of them
as I am of Pickwick, feeling as I do, that it has made its own way, and hoping, as
I must own I do hope, that long after my hand is as withered as the pens it held,

Pickwick will be found on many a dusty shelf with many a better work.”®
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All was over in a moment. [ had fulfilled my destiny. I was a captive and a

slave. I loved Dora Spenlow to distraction!®
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I have pursued the calling of a reporter under circumstances of which many of my
brethren here can form no adequate conception. I have often transcribed for the
printer, from my shorthand notes, important public speeches in which the strictest
accuracy was required, and a mistake in which would have been to a young man
severely compromising, writing on the palm of my hand, by the light of a dark
lantern, in a post-chase and four, galloping through a wild country, and through the
dead of the night, at the then surprising rate of fifteen miles an hour. ... I have
worn my knees by writing on them on the old back-row of the old gallery of the
old House of Commons; and I have worn my feet by standing to write in a
preposterous pen in the old House of Lords, where we used to be huddled together
like so many sheep—kept in waiting, say, until the Woolsack might want re

~stuffing.!?
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As his imagination went to work on his recollections, he was filled, I suspect, with
pity for the little boy he had been; he gave him the pain, the disgust, the
mortification which he thought he, famous, affluent, beloved, would have felt if he
had been in the little boy’s place. And seeing it all so vividly, his generous heart
bled, his eyes were dim with tears, as he wrote of the poor lad’s loneliness and his
misery at being betrayed by those in whom he had put his trust. I do not think
he consciously exaggerated ; he «.ouldn’t help exaggerating : his talent, his genius
if you like, was based on exaggeration.'®

T4 XDERIZONWT, Par - TAXVEDEDNDEL S I TWna,

The essential value and truth of Dickens’s writings have been unwisely lost sight
of by many thoughtful persons, merely because he presents his truth with some
colour of caricature. Unwisely, because Dickens’s caricature, though often gross,
is never mistaken. Allowing for his manner of telling them, the things he tells us

are always true.'®
iz, TAT4 v F-vinid 74 7 U THOMER 2By ORI TV Tns,
He overstates. He tries to wring an extra tear from the situation ; he never lets

it speak for itself. One would have thought the death of an innocent and virtuous

child should be allowed to carry its own emotion ; but Dickens cannot trust us to
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be moved by little Nell's departure from the world unassisted by church bells,
falling snow at the window, and every other ready-made device extracting our

tears that a cheap rhetoric can provide.!”
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What is exaggeration to one class of minds and perceptions, is plain truth to
another. That which is commonly called a long-sight, perceives in a prospect
innumerable features and bearings non-existent to a short-sighted person. 1
sometimes ask myself whether there may occasionally be a difference of this kind
between some writers and some readers; whether it is always the writer who
colours highly, or whether it is now and then the reader whose eye for colour is a
little dull?*®
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But my experience of him led me to put implicit faith in the assertion he unvary-
ingly himself made, that he had never seen any cause to correct or change what
in his boyhood was his own secret impression of anybody, whom he had, as a

grown man, the opportunity of testing in later years.?®
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When people say Dickens exaggerates, it seems to me they can have no eyes and
no ears. They probably have only notions of what things and people are; they
accept them conventionally, at their diplomatic value. Their minds run on in the
region of discourse, where there are masks only and no faces, ideas and no facts;
they have little sense for those living grimaces that play from moment to moment

upon the countenance of the world.?V
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I know my father (-] to be as kindhearted and generous a man as ever lived
Everything that I can remember of his conduct to his wife, or children, or
friends, in sickness or affliction, is beyond all praise. By me, as a sick child, he

has watched night and day, unweariedly and patiently :--.2¢
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It is wonderful to me how I could have been so easily cast away at such an age.
It is wonderful to me that, even after my descent into the poor little drudge I had
been since we came to London, no one had compassion enough on me—a child of
singular abilities; quick, eager, delicate, and soon hurt, bodily and mentally—to
suggest that something might have been spared, as certainly it might have been,
to place me at any common school.... No one made any sign. My father and
mother were quite satisfied. They could hardly have been more so, if I had been

twenty years of age, distinguished at a grammar-school and going to Cambridge.?

No words can express the secret agony of my soul as I sunk into this companion-
ship; compared these everyday associates with those of my happier childhood ;
and felt my early hopes of growing up to be a learned and distinguished man

crushed in my breast.?®
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My mother set herself to accommodate the quarrel, and did so next day. She
brought home a request for me to return next morning, and a high character of me,
which I am very sure I deserved. My father said I should go back no more, and
should go to school. 1 do not write resentfully or angrily : for I know how all
these things have worked together to make me what I am : but I never afterwards
forgot, I never shall forget, I never can forget, that my mother was warm for my

being sent back.?”
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“Look upon me!” said the Spectre. “I am he, neglected in my youth, and
miserably poor, who strove and suffered, and still strove and suffered, until I
hewed out knowledge from the mine where it was buried, and made rugged steps
thereof, for my worn feet to rest and rise on.” . .. “No mother’s self-denying love,”
pursued the Phantom, “no father’s counsel, aided me. A stranger came into my
father’s place when I was but a child, and I was easily an alien from my mother’s
heart. My parents, at the best, were of that sort whose care soon ends, and whose
duty is soon done ; who cast their offspring loose, early, as birds do theirs ; and, if

they do well, claim the merit ; and, if ill, the pity.2®
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I have never touched a character precisely from the life, but some counterpart of
that character has incredulously asked me : “Now really, did I ever really, see one

like it?"3®
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3, ZOBRIIEHE, TN, BFNDEEICL SQBHEITALZ LB, BREFECL -
T, R74 YRigOMEEIZL), THATR7 4 YROMEND—7 R I X, £
AR EB LN TSI RIEBIND &, BORNEBNTET 2 XNAIZIT LRI,
FERUKEE T 5, RL T, BId'Z&FE,(aMendicant) i F % 72 EB/ELT 5,
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DENDL IV TV B,

I know that I have lounged about the streets, insufficiently and unsatisfactorily
fed. I know that, but for the mercy of God, I might easily have been, for any care

that was taken of me, a little robber or a little vagabond.*®
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“How weak am 1,” said Arthur Clennam, when he was gone, “that I could shed
tears at this reception! I, who have never experienced anything else ; who have
never expected anything else.” He not only could, but did. It was the momen-
tary yielding of a nature that had been disappointed from the dawn of its percep-

tions, but had not quite given up all its hopeful yearnings yet.®®

fEIL TV —RARVOF TORROENRREEENLNT, HFL L, FNRA L
N, BELT, BIRL L7, TN EZDEBTLOEMTIIL %), Z0EE
PLBRENTZNTHS,
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