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Studies of Curriculum in Screen Education (11)

—— Development of the Viewing Skills
in an Environmental Education System —

Sadasuke YOSHIDA Masaki OKABE*  Tadashi KAMIDE**

ABSTRACT

We haveres earched on a multi-layered environmental education system in the
perspective of the integrated learning, and are developing learning systems which
place visual learning materials as the core. At this point, we have developed
“Learning Opjectives for Viewing Skills” and “Models of the Environmental
Education Systems” for each level of school ages, and applied them to the
educational practices to clarify the points to be revised.

In this research,we aimed to develop a one-year Environmental Education Course
which enables us to find how to improve the ability to use visual learning materials
effectively and to obtain the basic viewing skills. Our system dealt with integrated
learning units “A Crisis of the Forest,” targeting 5th-grade elementary school
students.

The research findings through its application to the educational practices are
as follows:

1) This system was effective in the sense that the students could understand
the problem of environmental pollution/disruption from a global point of view.

2 ) Utilizing the interactive video materials enabled us to provide the students
more diversified and highly organized learning tasks.

3) For the purpose of developing the students’ understanding, insight and
communication skills, we have to introduce the basic training programs before
practicing the unit.
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