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Towards Making Instructional Materials which relate
Traditional culture to daily Living in Japan (Part 3)

-Examining a Religious role in Childrearing in Home Economics education-

TOYOMURA Yoko* - Life and Culture Resarch Group**

Summary

I have a feeling that it might be a little difficult for people born and raised in
different countries to understand the essence of J apanese culture. However, I would
like to describe a traditional role of religion in childrearing in Japan which influenced
Japanese life and culture and which also formed a national trait of modern ] apanese
as well.

Shinjyoji Temple, located in Mount Utatsuyama in Kanazawa city, worships the
Goddess kishimojin as a deity. Various offerings in Shinjyoji Temple provide us with
a lot of data on the relationship between the Goddess Kishimojin and childrearing,
which took roots at the end of the Edo period (1830~1868) and still exists today. The
offerings serve as important factors in investigating the changes that took place in
childcare and also on Japaness life styles.

Owing to peoples earnest faith, there are many offerings in Shinjyoji Temple, such
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as kimonos (Japanese clothing), paintings on wood of horses or “Ema”and wooden
ladles wishing for easy childbirth and healthy growth of children.

Because the offerings are considerably prominent and show some regional charac-
teristics, they were appointed by the government in April 1982, as national important
tangible cultural properties.

Slide1 HE & 5 87 8 There are 966 items appointed as coltural prop-

Shinjyoji Temple erties. Believers offered kimonos to show their

appreciation for the realization of pregnancy,
smooth childbirth and continued protection
throughout their child’s life. The child’s photo-
graph was offered to the Goddess Kishimojin for
a certain period of time (Azukego), so that the
child would grow up strong and healthy. They
also dedicated kimonos, wishing for their un-
healthy and weak children to grow up healthy and
strong under the Goddess Kishimojin’s care. The
children’s kimonos offered to the Goddess Ki-
shimojin were draped on her statue for varying
periods of time depending on the children’s
healthy growth. Then, the kimonos were stored in

- 3 e e ; the temple.

There are also Japanese wooden sandals (geta), baby bibs, unglazed earthenware
(kawarake), Japanese lanterns (chochin), paper cranes (senbazuru), and other offerings
at Shinjyoji Temple.

286 kimonos, appointed as cultural properties, are comparatively older. About 80%
of these kimonos are, “Hitotsumi”, which is a type of kimono worn by newborn babies
and children until approximately two years old. This kimono differs from other
kimonos because it doesn’t have a seam in the back. Most of Hitotsumi kimono are
rather small sizewise, and it appears they were offered to Shinjyoji Temple, as a
dedication to the temple rather than for practical use.

Hyakutoko kimonos are also called just “Hyakutoku”, meaning 100 virtues, or
“Hyakuhagi no Kimono” meaning kimonos with 100 patches. They were made from
100 patches of clothing, which 100 people got from their neighbors or which they
prepared themselves. '

People strongly believed that children wearing these kimonos made out of patches
of clothing would result in the children’s good health. Some Hyakutoko kimonos
were made with less than 100 patches of clothing and some were made with more; the
more patches in the kimono, the more people were involved in making it. With all these
patches of clothing gathered, parents sewed stitch by stitch wishing for their children’s
healthy growth.
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The oldest Hyakutoko kimono offered to Shinjyoji Temple was in the 10th year of
Tenbo or (The 10th year of the Emperor in 1839). On the back, inside the Hyakutoko
kimono in Japanese calligraphy, is a buddhist scripture or sutra written in indian ink.

In Japan, people belived that the link between a needle and thread and the stitches,
have magical powers. The hand-made kimonos were believed to have supernatural
powers which machine-made clothes did not have.

Some people believed that if children wore kimonos without a seam in the back they
would be tempted by a devil. Since each stitch was considered to have magical
powers, a crest (symbol) was embroidered by the parents on the upper middle back of
the Hitotsumi kimono with color thread, worn by their own child. This crest symbol-
izes a charm against evil influences and emotional turmoil or (Mushiyoke).

'People defilcated §emor1 km.lonos, Slide 8 DLo< @ BRERL
(kimonos with a design embroidered (FEHERLEZVE
on the back), to the Goddess Kishi- Wooden ladles = Hisyaku
mojin to ask for her protection of ’
their children in case of emergencies,
such as fire and drowing.

Unlike the present time, it was

quite difficult to raise and care for
children, and parents heartfully wi- Eé
shed for their children’s healthy
growth., Such parental Ilove

motivated parents to offer Hyakuto-
ko kimonos and Semori kimonos.

In these modern days of japan, such a traditional role of religion in infant and
childcare seems to have long been forgotten, owing to the importance of material
wealth and efficiency. However, Shinjyoji Temple has visitors regularly and more
people come on the 8th day of every month when a festival is held.

We conducted a survey of the number and types of visitors who came to Shinjyoji
Temple on a festival day and on a non-festival day. We also sent questionnaires to
students in Kanazawa, in primary, junior and senior highschool and their parents, to
determine how well known and to what extent they had faith in the Goddess Kishimo-
jin and Shinjyoji Temple.

I would like to briefly discuss the results. The main supporters who belive in the
Goddess Kishimojin are women between their 30’s and 60’s. They pray for happiness,
health, good education and professions for their family, children and grandchildren.
In earlier times, parents primarily wished for the health of their children, but today,
Japan is a very complex society and so the needs and wishes of present time supporters
have increased.

Fortunately, Kanazawa was not destroyed during the Second World War, so it still
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has some remnants of the Edo period and quite a few traditions. Shinjyoji Temple
also stores a cambric kimono dyed in pink, a kimono without a crest or {(Monnuki), a
printed kimono, and many similiar kinds of kimonos. These attractive dyeing or
printing systems reflect the development of Kaga style or (feudal) dying methods.
Shinjyoji Temple has been a significant temple in kanazawa for over 150 years and
has served to provide the space for people to make wishes for their loving children.
Such a role of religion in childrearing played an important part of culture in Hokuriku
region ie. Ishikawa (including Kanazawa), Toyama and Fukui prefectures.
Characteristics of Kanazawa people are representative of japanese temperament.

We human beings are said to be educated

Slide 5 FWRHRHE (RFEH)

Hariti (Goddess Kishimojin) by our environment. The cultural climate

of each region or area created customs
which are indigenous to that particular
land.

We should examine cultural properties
as a means of creating new value and
development. We should also examine the
roots of modern Japanese character and
the national traits from a Home Economics
point of view. This research is needed to
pursue the purposes of education. The
etymology of pedagogue is paidagogos in
Greek. At that time, approximately 300-
400 B.C., the teacher was very concerned
about the child’s welfare school and at
home. I think a Home Economics approach
to human life is necessary in investigating
the values, customs and societal changes among all people.

In this article 1 described a traditional role of religion in childcare through some
properties offered to Shinjyoji Temple, and the issues surrounding worship both past
and present in an old city, Kanazawa.
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