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Ah! happy they whose hearts can break
And peacc of pardon win!
How else may man make straight his plan
And cleanse his soul from Sin!
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And with tears of blood he cleansed the hand, "
The hand that held the steel :
For only blood can wipe out blood,
And only tears can heal:

And the crimson stain that was of Cain

Became Christ’s snow-white seal.
(from The Ballad of Reading Gaol. V)
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