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 REFORM OF ENGLISH .,mwm___.ﬁ_z,m | A .,n,@o%%w.

‘English- spelling needsto be reforined; Benjamin Franklin in"his day wrote in favor of its reform;

o msm Zomr dﬂavmﬁm« the ?ozmm_. om Anierican bmmacq«m?a. Novmnn&:‘ urged - it. ‘.wu a ,m.:oﬁmm&&oﬂﬁ
e .amE giv only the- wzmmmmw o:ﬁEm of the reforms proposed. - The fonetic method of spelling, which is
?o only- E%o?a& Emnrom, is the one ,i:or SS ‘Anierican - m.r;&oqamp >mfoo5So: approves, mam ﬂmmrm
,.. \8 ,qumsnm mosmﬁwr as the- SEEQS 5325 of a H@sqc@qm omcﬂ% Gm mooosérmi ab o:om buot mus

o:B .%cccﬁ mnm%um:%v 25 Association is not ESEESEJQ any m:ém?sa. crmcqom Tt _:5 ?mmme&

list Om about 3500 words to ,cmm_u with, " erm se mBmam&. so&m ar . m: m,:d 5 z.m F»mm& F:orm:

masozm:am. They: ar mwmm:m:% vaw mmo?mm E‘ @95@%&5 m:@ f;ma.. A mmé,. wmmqm.umqo the mos. g
ﬁ T. mﬂ:ﬁm .80 ‘Commissionner of dmsomso? zma@m TcE his Umdwiam:d a very onoozms@ review

of $_m Spelli ng Hn&,ozd, which' review was 2:3 ww W«Sa . >., E&o: m;mm_mmi of zzw "American

o ,.wr;&oq_o& >mmoc§_o:

T should mention &mo here, 25& ?m E.wﬁ:dm_mr% om both: ﬁrc American and manrww w:;o_:e,ai

,>mwco§9oum includes such. names as H:ow E@M E:EG. mﬁdm“ ZE.E% «S:E@ ZEQF mmEmEmu

E_n‘ Emmmgnm, Darwin, and Hm:swmoc. En vm@sn@, rgm also. 2:3 in favor: % the 3?:: Al Sn ?m

\

abov- named  scolars ?9\9,& of %on: now mmommmg& hav- givn’ their influence in favor of ‘reforming

English spelling. .
Several years ago Mr. R. H,smmsrB@ of the HE?:& dES#m&g s:;m in America, calld upon the
,H#mmamﬁ of the >Bm:oma Philological Association to investigate the uew fonetic mcm:_sq The infor-
mation he gaind was :mmmi in the. E?ogso\aon ‘of Roman letters for Japanese words.
In the United mqamm much Eﬁmqama has .vmmn Ewu;»mﬁ& in this subject by educated men, They
hav pointed out the mpm@ﬂ &32:@ of mfmz:uq drm English language correctly, And this mamos:w _m
greatest to foreners who attempt to lern Hum:m.:.

What, then, ar the reforms recommended? The rules sy far formulated ar ten, as follows:

1. e Drop silent e ﬂwmnﬁouanm.@:%, useless, and write — er insted of — re, as lw(live), singl ?Em..
- le), catn(eaten), raind(rainel), theater(theatre), eto,
- 2. e@.——Drop @ (rom ea having the sound om short e, as ,.,\*.mammimmwnrm_.vu N&@g.ﬁmﬁrmcu,wwm‘. B
3. 0,——TEor o having the sound of u in but write w, as abuv(above), tung(tongue), ete.
i 5

| 4. ou——Drop o from ou having the sound of u in but, as trubl trouble), 7y J(rough), mﬁo‘m for

P

-~ oufr unaccented, Simloﬁ mm‘wc:oirouozc
, B. u, ue. llldwow, silent u after g vﬁ.oa @, and in. nativ - MDmrmw éo&mu and drop final we, as
U v ’ ] 2 ¢
L Co ,Q@.& (guard), gess(guess), ei&o@?ﬁ&o@mmv..Ngmimwm:mvemﬁ :

S -




6. Dubl eoumocmim way be- EBE_?& ipms 353?&? useless, as-barlif{ g&mm ) @Q&Aggmve

. §§§A2:$msv. #ae&%?mézmnv ete.; vﬁ not NSN?&C. ete.

-1

d ——Change final d and ed to. ¢ when so c«onozzomm as No&aﬁocwo&, mdov :Emmm ‘the e affects

, _the preceding sound, as chafed(not chaft), etc. , ‘ c
8. gh, %m..rllormcm@ gh and ph to f when so sounded, as enuf{enough), lafter(laughter), fonetic

(phonetic), ete. . o

9. mlvlorm:mm 8 to & when so sounded, mmm_aSm:% in m_macon:* words mnm in - sm& as ngnm?&dcmmv,

a&emﬁumm?@éﬁ:m&. ete. , o . R , ,

10. 1. Drop t in tch, as Seioﬂ,oﬂs. %Ei?ﬁrv. oS

Hrmmo ten %Emm caver - about all the changes ?o@om& at present mca the unravel sum of the .

" puzling English forms, Mr. A. J. Ellis tels us that the letter @ represents eight %mﬁmi wozz% in

English; e represents .mmmim 2, seven; -0, 5&& u, nine; ¥, three. Twenty-one consonants _rf\ moqmcq‘

sounds, The m,o,nsg. of e-in be has .?Z% equivalents. Take the word mommmoﬂm.. It has ouG siX .&mBm.nr

tary mos:@mo and yet it could be spelt %3%0@3@8& and in 58, 365, 439 other ways. ‘HEw‘&ooumEob
. of &rEmm in a ?:mmmqm is &ommi . - |
Whence aroze this irregularity of mnmrmw %mﬂE% It hasbeen discuverd that much of this irre-

gularity aroze in the seventeenth and m_mﬁmg% centuries from an attempt of the schoolmasters to

.

show by the spelling of words what they %&S&%& to be their Emnomo& derivation. Then Ao:EE .

scribes attempted to pach up the Anglo-Saxon; and Eumz&. forms aroze which cond hardly be pronoun-

ced. Tt has been discuverd that a strictly fonetical spelling of m:mmzr. words indicates their thejr

history much more acourately than the present me._.um of spelling. Many of the forms aroze from simpl

typografical errors,

;o

The Ppresent. method Om spelling is a 355 tax on nrm memory, and a consumer of tune and
E:cmw ‘We never ar sure mvaca ‘Lhe mv&rum of English words, and must always va going to the
dictionary.

It is estimated theat ?6 years of a child’s school sEm is lost in S.w_am to lern to spel, mc& that
the old method is the cause of the ‘alarming illiteracy of the wwo@_m.

The old method causes ﬁrm mﬁ&mmm expenditure & EEEE of dollars %mn:q in w:s:cm.. m.nm. iécm

It is a barrier to the m?.& of civilization, ,

Let us here mention a few of the @%‘pngmmm which the new mwmzsm would - oobmmw

Over m& of printing and writing sésE be saved. A $4 book would cost only 5. The m;&a?-

dm&p Britanica would be printed in 20 volumes Emﬁ& of 25 <oEBmm, and would, cost 24$less, - The

newspapers would. sarve cne column in six. One sixth would be saved in all writing. One sisth of
the labor of clerks in-post-offices would be saved. Over 720 hours of spelling memomm would be saved

I | e -

)




to the children. One _5:. the tune of amm&::o, spelling éosE wm saved: Hnimsﬁ Eo:m SomE save

more than’ ﬁm,woo 000 Vdml% And E;S. other mm,ﬁsng 4.6:5 follow Sr_or we. cannot r@.o mention.

Ta the. united mggm considerabl progress has m:m&w been made in mucows:q the new mvm?cq N

The new dictionaries giv all. the amended words. The moF.:S:m pericdicals rw< to & greater or less

degree mmovﬁmm it:  The Educational weekly, Journal of Education, the N. Y. Times, the chicago

§ &E&, the. St Louts mw%@&sn&: the EFQS@@@., the ﬁ%m Fouuder, spo Qe@% of, gm m&%&m\%m,:

%,SSSQN. ;&wm”?&%m:&@i, and others. . Hra H\So@, edited by the s:wmu. of Q:m artiel, msm wsvrmz

in Tokyo, uzes the reformd mwo:_am

In arm matter. of . English mSE. in Japan the :%28& mcm:EQ 80:5 be of great imyportance, and

I should like to see sum step taken to introduce it into the English o?mmmm. I hav especially noticed
in ﬁrm\.m:m:mr compositions of Japane students that frequently words ar szoo:momosm_w spelt according

to the new method. _E,:m Enwﬁ_&aom how irrational the old Bangm is.

It would wm a splendid thing if the teachers of Knglish in this cuntry. coud form an mmmoﬂmﬂon |

for the special - E<mm:mm$o= of this :dcoiann sudjec EEARN
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