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A Brief Study of the Semantic Structure and Cognitive Characteristics of the
Whale-Construction

HIROTA Atsushi

Abstract

This paper focuses primarily on how to describe the semantic structure of what is called the whale-
construction (a subordinate construction of No more A than B construction) based on the framework
proposed originally by Ronald W. Langacker (1987, 1991). According to the semantic structure models
he proposed as a basis of Cognitive Grammar (CG), we will describe the component structures that are
combined to form composite structures at higher levels and try to make the meanings of such structures
clear. To specify the missing link between the construction’s semantic meaning and constructional meaning,
we will investigate under which conditions the emergence of such a constructional meaning is possible.
In the course of the discussion, cognitive characteristics reflected in the construction will turn out to lie
in two distinct types of categorizations, and then it will be shown how these two categorizations and the
constraints placed on the proposition following than (that is, the conditions for its apparent falseness) are
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closely related to the emergence of the constructional meanings of the whale-construction. Finally, we will

reconsider the interaction between the interlocutors in a situation in which the whale-construction is uttered

by a speaker to confirm that it is newly defined from such a perspective as a rhetorical expression (i.e., “a

rhetoric™). That is to say, the speaker effectively uses such a rhetorical expression to change the hearer’s
false belief into a true one. This is the distinct function of the construction and should be characterized as a

rhetorical effect.
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1. BLYHIC

AROPLF—<TD121 [7V5HX] OF
WSO THL, 7V IHX LI, A whale
is no more a fish than a horse is. xfX&KH & 55
No more A than B #X DO TFTAEXO—FEEET.
I TVIBLOMOF & LTiE, A dolphin is no
more a fish than a dog (is).%*A bat is no more a
bird than a horse (is). %z S HBMELTH 5,
ZHL (7 VX &, EZHAOERKES
XEOPTHELN L2 0 AN LELOLKRT
Hh, EBIZZOBELB SN S5, No more A
than B X 0BRSS (BWEZEOSH) o4
LTROTEELE#HE LY, ARTR, [72
VX o5k R, L LT, No more
A than B #XOZANLEMEH LT 5,
Z5 LERTAEARIL whidsS%Ho [No more
A than B B3XICH§ 2 BAEFEFZHKE] O
HWELTHNBSTLN S,

[2 V5] ORFOBENLAECH L [H
FENTHRRAL] oW THABTH LI e a8
H2Y, ZOEROELR, 75 LAREHEIC
BUIAHELFOHBOTIE, [7VF3AHTH
2] LWIBRBEEYFoTVAHEFIIHNLT,
[ FRAETRV] 2 ERFIEAVICHLTT Y
V3RAETR] EHELVWERBRICIELSLD
Brn)TETHoLY, Lal, ZTORBOK
ZEwTwa0)k, FEHARNZEETLZRRE
DEHIBAT v IrTHLEVEHIIEbhs, X
7o, BH (2013) Tk, [7Fuy—] v

RSB ASRTVEY, ARTREFILE
ELHRB L, ZOHERICHETIER 2FV
WH (2013) ORTHMEIIHTL2BRFIIE2HT
THZEZT B,

FhTR, BROEZS, BLEISUABHE L
AUTHERL2HBTIRIERBL T2 b0
{7 AROBWRBETHOKRL LT, ZOF
RDOFEEDPY, HHVIE—DODRFEZIR L2,
EIMTE, FIVTHBIXOBEREEL S L
LT, FOEBRBEICRKBLTVLRVER, D
T (HXWER] 2RFTH, T2TIZ,
Langacker (1991, 2008, 2009) O X5 »ER
YTERAVT, ZOBREELVIIRELETES
POV THRIEZRAA D, LEEOEKRIT [HEL
HOFEH| 0L, BT0oEROBRME LT
DEBIZE > TREND N, I TOfE4 O
BEEEIHELZLIE/RTLIL v, ZhIZHFLT,
LangackerO¥ A » TH4 OBHKEBEL S
W BT, &KL LT MEShXDOEK
Wk sRyrdTELY,

7V SBXOERE [VYHFARETEVE)
2, Z7UVSRAETRV] OLH BRI ABEIC
X, ZFE (BHEF) & [XAZTHRVO LR,
Y3zt w] L) AF—<HREK Tk
bbb, FI)LE—EDOHERRD Y v LIEFEN
KR U DWW ERE RITHBNICEET 5, Blo
VWO ERThIE, BXOMER Y EBERIC
BUDWEK, T4abd [BYXNER] &4
BRALTVEEWVI T ETHbH, [HXHERE]
Lix, (B4 OBEREZOERDY LT TRIXE
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FOBKERNFFRUTEL V] BXHFOTKL LT
HESNh2Y, KHTIR, ZASEZOBALD,
(B ] & [BWR] ORTY 7L LTORTHE
EIIHLT, BERLYTNVOEROEFKE LTHE
LNZEHELY [BHRENER], LY KELEE
LY7o VCORKRE [HXHER] & LTRUT
Bo AT, THLZ2 [7 V9] OB
BERD, BXBAEO [BHOPE] 2308 FE
R 5,

2. RITHRALEOMER

BH (2013: 84-85) X, 7 VoL DEXT 2D
DA (thanD B OGEL [KiTwE] ®»0D
Wy [RITRE] LRI EILT D) DHVE
OB Tl 7Fay— (475 —) ]
Thorel, URFOX) 2 (L HERHER) %
EIFCwh,

(1) Consider, for example, whether or not
the traditional abortion rights analogy is
good one - namely, that a fetus is no more a
person than an acorn is a tree.

2z, L SR SHEIE LT
BAhoHwehTELT7TIud—(Thbb,
FrZudBKRTLO LB BEIIART
Bv,) PEPLIDOIEINELTAE
Do

(2) [---] The proper analogy is therefore:

Acorn is to oak tree as embryo is to adult.

L72AoT, COREEYET Fad—
TRy e sokoBfE, Be X
Al OEFEFEL] THA,

(HENL, HHINATVLIEREEVIEZDS
00, HHEPICITIZFE CBKAEICOWTREX
LEHTHDH, HH (2013) 1k, AistoBas C
is to D #3X ([ADOBIZX§ % 84R1k, CoDITH
THREBELELTHE]) » (FYL) [7Ho
V=1 Thr QoL bz, FAKOH
BEETOOBLIT7FT—ThbEHLR

LTWw52, BEILIZZEIVEILZV, LWwHD
2, BAH (2013: 85) &, FlEHRVT (7T TH
X cRohs@/tEE, AW T Y- (%
ik, 47 FuY—) ok (AB:CD) 2
L724%5 T, WHALEFISH:HORSE:FISHE L C
HEL TSI LICHERSHAH»HTHS, I
BT o T -, REMIZE, HZIT13:39
DEHZ, WHWE 4HBRERTHEROLHR
&THY, MAMMALS : LUNGS :: FISH: X® &
I R EBENEXRICNT 5 4 HERE @A TXE,
X=GILLS (=.5) TH o LERN (HHVIIR
R CR&ETHE5 7uka %Y, I,
(A 7TFad—] 22owT, BHE (2013 87)
BROREOHFIRL TS, Thbd, [
B 1%, p=CD& ¥ 5% &, if p, then gD #
B Og=ABLWVWIKEREPELILTHS,] &
W RFEIBRLTWADEN, 9L [H#
ROTOEREFRTELE] BEY, [7V 78
X] OHELCEOBRSEHTVEIRE L VLD
WWBbhbd, L, WA (bid) owH) LHiz
WHALEFISH:HORSEFISH: W ) R (£
F) FELVwE EE] §5&, REMNEHEAT
3, (750458, 7oRICH
THHEBERUTHA] EHIFERICEY, £h
P EERT L2 >HETELEV, FOLETZO
FREEMH 52618, ifplHNT 5 [HIR
THbp=CD (V<IXAFETHS) PHRILLEZV
DT, FO/--HiR (fp) »oBIhIHER
HRETHH9=AB (V7 IV FI3AHETHAS) b
BRICET LW v ) BRIZER S LS, EBE,
BH (2013 8889) Tik, 7 YS5nARK] 0F
HTWMERTIE, BoHiEroBoERmE
BATWEY, BRIRYVTHD I L E2ETUR
TRTZEICE > THNOTHREARDOFY 2P
WZhBDThHbhH.] LERLTVS, Zhid, %
TXRIZ & o THRG=ABIFERY) THDHZ L2°F
FWENRTWBZ LD, BXOERL EDIHERY
HETONRMGZHXAELTEETHH L) T
L Thb, BB (bid) OFXERSD &, HEEIIZ
EITXROBHOEERIBEETE LV, LA
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L, MEFIFERIHEIOBEKREL &0 L) ITHR
TEhEEZILE, BITXR»HHEFg=AB
DEY (eg 7 VTIZAETRZY) P5HhoTw
5 ET, H#ii#p=CDOERY (eg T~ITAETE
V) BRI, FCEREEE L THER] LT,
ETXRPSTHENTVERS &R (e 7
VAR TLRY) KLELLWIBBELRMLEDT
L9, EBRMMSELS, 2 h, BITXROX
RAZBERITLHEY, FiRp=CDOEBIZED
AEMVEREINR L2V LBbRE, &L
5, Figp=CDE LCTHRAINA [HoHizfs0
W] CEHVEETHH, TSR LFFEOBL
o7 [BEEOHR] HELSELERO—DOTH
HEFRLAV, KFTHE, [7V98X] X
Hid, #RLPENOFERICTEILL, DLAEK
WIERD 5 VIIHEXWERE LTREALWT E
FEHENIIRBALTWAILIZHDEELL (5
3WMTRZ LI, Sy [7I998L] @
EWHEELHRCERTELLLE, AFTIX, [
VOB A HMTRIAEESICTREFBELT
RBrED D). 510w ziE BHE (2013) &
KBOREWZEE, BHE (bid) DB T
F0Y—-DFILFEIZIX, No more A than B #L
Dmore & thanD BERASR B I W TR WOIZH
L, AR TRBXOE< DERBENDAR ~HEL
T, more2than®EHROFE I Z 6N 5 HIZ
Hbo L7zHoT, I ILDIZERELAHE (2013
87) O [7THuv—DFLE] ITR-TExE,
ZZTHiRE ST 5 [RE] ORL4HITE
EVIRFEELEDL R BV, BROL TS,
I (203, FBMIIZIZAROFRNEZ R
RIZBHRTED D, ZNOICHBLABHNL
WAHFRENFNELLDOTII WD, LEZ:
FHEBRTH L. [7 TV SHX] (CRBLL 22384
LT, SA4HTHUERREIT ).

3. VUSBXDEKBE

EB OB LTI - T, Langacker® 5
WFEECIHTIEERANLEZFZHREL L.

Langacker (2009:60) Tix, DLTFD X5 iz~
LhTwa,

To describe a construction fully, one has

to specify:

(i} the meaning of each component element;

(i) how these meanings are integrated to
form composite conceptions at different
levels of organization; and

(i) how the construction relates to others
(its position in intersecting networks of
constructions and constructional variants)

HHEICEAE, (XOBRERD1IDO1I OO
KEHLIZL, [HFRLFMAFTHLI-TED
IABEWRICELD (FDX) hEREER LD
) FEEIHL, @ZFoX B PRBMNLE
XAy b T—2 LOEZINEDT SN ER
T, EnHI T ETHE, KRTIRINDDAERD
NP Nl XA

3.1 BXOERREROEHES

PIVSHBXDEBRERIINLT, UTDL)
(@ o@FITT7TA 77Xy Y 2EIDIERY, F
T, ThFNROBEREELREA L T, 27L,
LEAFDOISTI T4 VT ERE (REEADa)
WoWnTid, HAEMICRY T EL0x#IT57
O, EWTHY,

A whale is «no gmore a fish (than a

horse ¢, (s).

3.1.1 (a@a whale, (e)a fish, (9)a horseDE%
HBis

LFE (7 VSBXOs5E) &, ACTERT

50 FEBFNFNEKBIZ L >TWHEDIX, Th

© O O

a horse

a whale a fish
B 1 : A whale, a fish, a horse DB kiEE
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LA [FuzrsAn] EhtTwsd (Thbb, B
bl OBVWEETHE) JEE¥FET,

3.1.2 (blisDHEKEE

M2 Tid, MATRERLIS V27 7 — (tn
FEEBTARBAOPTRLBLLOBVEE5HE) T
HLBEG5EN, PMIATRREINL L) [K
Bl ichsrI L, MEXEEFAOSKRTES
ZETRENTWS, 72, Th oo [HEHEBE
f% (temporal relationship) |, ¥4 bbb, +5
7= [HHIRE] ZHD &5 BEEIR
MBI iBo THE - ERL Tz &, KEH
FOBEEEO 7T 7 7 4 VRUBEDKFEHIH
DHEMTRENTV D,

3.1.3 (©OnonEKIEE
Noiz L ¥ & (Proportional Quantifiers)

B2 :is DE%RES

D — DT dH b 3 T i%, Et (Maximal
Extension : mAILE) & LTHATHINL Y
4 7EEBCEDBE TR 7 7 A NVEEP)D [HEH
Yol ThsrIe%, [F7T1HHEL (cancellation) |
EV)LEBREERTHPRONNVEITRL T
5, 2%h, W3k, 554 7icELT BE
ENLBPEROES N TETa T 74 VED
&M [¥u] THrI L RL TS, RBLK
KRB EF Th ball, most, some&nok LT
&, THLLERICETAIRRZOLF ORI
rbhs,

3.1.4 (dmoreMEkKIBE

Moreid &1, BEH, BFEOVWThI2EHT
BEETHEHN, ThoDAF—vriii¥ 58
WERE LT, PIZiE, UTO3200OX:2EZX 5,

(3) X has more books than Y.

{4} X is more beautiful than Y.

E,

X3 : no OEHEE

X (k-0 =
- el aft o]
4 & 5 : more DEkIEE
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{(5) X could finish the job more quickly than Y.

H4iRL7-80, BOXTIE, XH»HFETS
(TFrA ] DERZNHEBREEHNTAF —<HITR
) A (KEONATER) OBFYORAET S
AOBEIDIZN L BEEFMNORELO LT
BETRLTWS, WOXTIE, XOELIOE
Hv XEXDELVWEWVWS TEH] 2RITERD
NERKBONUAD, AF—< Byl HEHSHREE
TRENL (40452 av] ilX-THITh
Tw3) 4% nCRENZEHE (norm) THDY
DELESOERGY (YEYDELVWEWIBHL
OMtR) Lhd, LTHEZLERL T2, (5)
OHEDIRIEKTH L, Lizd>T, ZhbHd
HEA»o XX -2 TsL3hiE, Ry
FXEROy FYZIDHBRAELTRIFIZI VL
®, morePEHRBEIIRSDLH %5,

3.1.5. (fthanDEkkiEE

Thanitmore & ## L Tmore A than BOFER
WhAE, HOIRELOBBRICBVT, than
OFFTEF (tr) PHRITEFE (m) (8 L THx
B BICET 22 LAR6 TRER TV S, —
7, less& ## L Tless A than B oK% 5
BEIL lessOBEKREEE L TthanDtr& lmD E
B RO L BRFRIZrSImL ) TOBEER
kb, 93 5E, thanBEHERBEORRD
HAEMR2EOHHIEIZRYZEHEN, ZIZTik
[lessOERELEEH L T| L WIRFEETHY,
EREIZIE, ERBEORKOBRELLT, BKRL
¥ x . "Cmore A than B&less A than BOZR A
b5 LEXD, L LEICE, EEE X
- VERTEEAIBORHNOLII [+] OfRS
P|oTHD (B, thanDBAREHTH /-
Y, Langacker (2008: 116) ®¥ &, BIEF, #l
BEAONZSZIZLTWVE",)

7, 6Dy Fe—72 (Im: FEETA%E
ATICRWTRILORVWESHE) 0Ky 7 2
WOKBOTa 774 VR, [2V5BX] @
BEDERRTH D, ThanORITEFEN (tro R
v 7 ADOH) T, HEHRORELOMEN 7O

tr

ko4 -

Im

- +0-0

B 6 : than (+ NP) D &EmkiiE

T7ANENR, ThEBBINLHITEEN (Un
DRy 7 A0O%) T, HREFORELOMED
VAR D 7%-% (I N

3.2 BEBEEROSHMRE

BT, 7V YDOEEBREROEREEY
HBRLEOoRRIZ, KREFhGEEHRLTHD
hAXehoEREELRERT 2. RTORTE
DE6EODKRy 7 AN EHET 5 EEWHER
THH, PEDcomposite structuresiZat LT,
component structures & FRiEh %, 72721, #KIE
O#EE L, PERAEDa whaled Ky 7 A KT
Bt ®component structures® FRRITTDO2 L ) T
WThhy, F/, BFE® ‘ahorse’ & ‘is i
BIZERSNEETRLTH D, AHEEIL &
51zd B Afcomponent structuresiZtl h b b,
B b B ®Dcomposite structures® 5 8 &
b, £XKv 7 AMOEMEENL, [A¥—=< (F
B ] oBFEEERT, /2, FL-DBEMFER
v 7 X idelaboration site/e-site (AF#ALHA )
THhH, M EHRTHR SN zcorrespondence
line (—&#) THEIIThLZELOEED, FoF%
elaborate (JE#It) ¥HL w5 MEEXRT, £
O¥BALOFHEIL, AXF—<25 (F0) BF~
Hh 5 EREXNOH AL IHEETHB, 0F
D, TERHEFASAF—<2E8LT 5] LEX
5o 36, Ky 7 ANOKRRI 7o 774 VvE
&L, Ky 7 2AONBOXBRIIZORY 7 2%
% 5 EFEAprofile determinant (7 a7 7 4
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VREF] 2%, JVRBROBEICEREARIH
LROHEET, K4DL T VOEER) ThHAH
ZERERT, VIR, [UdAETLRY]
CEE [Z7VSHARETRY] TEOMD [£5
Y] oBBREERTLD, £ L TBREEK]
KT Hbe (HE) 2'profile determinantTdH
AW, HEOnoDHEENR I— 713, BRLEL
—HRTHIEIN B CHIN -RATRICHY
L., HEDprofile determinant T& 4 By B4R
PORREELERLETICH25, Be#F T
EINLBHEHEZ TR Y, BREoEE
WIRBCEREORNI S 5720 T, noldBEii#H
FOBREOAETRE (Fx v vN) $5, €D
BELLT REBIZBVT, [AETLRW] &
WHORE FHOOZER) L, RITHELRITH
Ho [ZHa0€ul THRLEVHSF/ED, ZED
BEDERFFRICEIATVEY, 295 LA
RABEOETH, EREBEDGTHROBRETESEIC
HRENTWEDITTRZWI EICEEFLET
bbH, BITHEEBRITHEITINIBTEDOEK
(BOD_EH) »ERBEDOLZARADOL T VT
TERFHEKR] 2 L0 HBIEALEZALZY
Dk, noDERBEEV LI L HEEEEDORLL

DR ENLDBOTELRNZEICERT S
A, HBHVIRE) L-BEDOEKRIE [HETHWEK]
D—EIZEIThBEEZ HND,

WERIZE X, HoREEOHED, BXOH
FOBEROBHLL EOBRICHYT 5, KITHhEX
2E9E, ThANFXFEY O [EREWEKR] &
FLTORIIMER 2V, COKERLZBY T
&, Langacker (2008: 60) DO#X oA FkicE
T component structures? H &4 DEKRL &
BKaE, [l AETRVEINIC, 7TV71F
AETR ] v [BREHEKR] X, ®REE
DOEREZE L THBEICERSIRTVWDE L
%o BIIIRB I WERNLZMAE -%h,
WENREDL T VTHETIE [R] Ooh, ¥
D& AL T [ERICABE TR Y] OFRIS
LbDOME, 7Y IHBIXOKELR LBEENIE
Ponz: THXWEKR] ORIcEEhd, THBX
BERR] 1 TERFHER] L3RLY, THER
HoEHE| »odEEsHTILNTELRY, £2
i, FELFORE Rzx7G) ARBRLTY S,
L7EHS, 7 VMR LZRANI DV T,
KETHRFT 5,

a whale

be no more

a fish than
& 7 : A whale is no more a fish than a horse is. DEKEE

a horse be
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4. DOSBXEAFTIV—1

METIE, 7V 9BLOEHRBENED IS I
RSB 2HEMRET L. ZOKRE 22
FHEXIZBLT, EWRHEEOLRIZL - T [EK
HER | IFRTEDLEVR S, SHTIE, [
IHRBAFETRV] EWIHIEELE [7 TV 9HWART
W] EWHIBATIE, HFT—LolE (o
Th, HLFORZE - BH) PRI FE
RTAHELHII, [HBXWEKR] BEDLH LA
HZZXLTRRETANLICBALTEER2TT). ¥
7o, Z9 L7: [HXWER] 28 L -k
DEREEOERL LTHF I — 1L EHL LD
Tk FRT 5,

4.1 2@|OA>FT)—1
PHEFRETHEDLIL AT IT) LD F¥ LTI
X 2HEEHL, 120, [HARMATFITY -8
Thh, dbH12@ [F7utyA4 7 - H5TY—
B Thi, MEBIIBNTIE, TEEEEH]
R (eg 77) PHdH5TT)—OHREB (eg
AR CEThAME)PHBCXBIShE (D
Ih, vTRARTHLDOLETSLHELEH
LTI E V) B, BETIE, HBHFT)
—DRE (eg ¥ IZHLT, ZOo7u by A
TEERLLT, HR (eg 7V9) 7 LY
A 7L DEDD, HDHVIERBEHIE HEV
DO, EVISFIATT)—iZwT s [REE]
PMEET D, EiX, LA [Eaots]l o
BV, 7V THBXOEITHELEITHEOTN
FROEKRIIKEBELTWS, 2hdid TBEXNE
] O—8THHLD, H7ZEZH LA-MEIE
FBLTwhwv, 2Fh, ZVS5BXICIATT
Y—b ) FRIEE RzxH) PP LR
boe ThEHTAT, #573) —ftoEFOEN
A THEXNER] ORI ED L) 2BRAICH S
PZDOWT, LT CHRET 5,

4.2 OIS OWIAIEKE 2
7V IRXDORTEBNLZERARTICA T T

—1ft & \v>Sconstrual (B2 H) KL 72 %5
BXHEO BXWER] ICBELT, 208I18%
BROFEAN XL EHENIRBTHEE S &
Al SULBY, FRE VM) v 2] Thb,
CWIAIRBEAREBELIV. (LM vy s ] OEH
BB AIZ SN TWAY, KRTik 3Bk
DFE] L) BERTZOHELZHEHT Y, 7
VXL, MEFOREBEBENLDD [L
Yy 71 LTOEREVD DD, EELDIE,
LHIWIA (L) AN 2EREGVERHL A
WXL THb, BXOHERERELRX B, S [E5
AY¥o | OBRBRIITTRELD, ThiAdTids
USEXIE (L M)A NV] RERIZII ROV,
tWnHni, FRBEIIEBRINLE ZOOHED
HVIEIIERILWI L ERRBIZBELVH S
T&H 5, No more A than B X OERIZE L H
2o TWwABERZTLAHMDIE, thanA TOER
(BTl C—OHEHLZLTHE, D
¥ b, thanBATFiCiE [RRMKIC @M BE
RIZBRINLHE - BY] LHrLobivnTdh
5o BIZITRIZEITFABINIE, wThdE) L
BRFRUTHLIEERLTVEY, BITHE
Zid, (DX ICEMEI T ) EERERNA
BICBOLLTHLII<B>THAEATFH W
YONEIINSY, (MO ZESHIIRDOBYIT
BREZL B ORITN- DT 5%, No more
A than B #iZi36) (1D ¥ 4 7OHEB I HE
CR6NE, WTFhoOBAE D, thanll TOME -
HWIHLMI<HBO>THY, ThB<B>TH
52t BRBEANARCELSEHIZIEBLZD
2, HEVIIESICXROBBIIZZ SN THHE
ERBDONPDENIHEIOD, MAELD [Hit
WATTY -8 CESCRAFIEEE LT
\/‘515)0

(6) He could no more understand what went
on in a twenty-year-old's head than fly to
the moon. (BNC)

(7) She’s no more sick than my big toe.

Whenever there’'s a whiff of trouble she
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takes to her bed with the asthma. She has
books and sweets hidden up there. (BNC)

Bycit, TRl 8T 52 LDTELRVWLDEL
T, [ZHROBVROEOP AL E TS
PHEBETHIE] E TREFTRATHLZE] A
Fl—ORTTHENRIZE>TWV29, ABTH
5 ] ABEFTCHATRATH Z EIZHS R
WA (<B>) Thb, (NTHEBEIh TV
N, [MEk] 0REEL [ROROBK] 0AS
ThHb, XFHEY)OEKRT [EDOBE] oBE&H
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