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Religion and temple management in Qinghai Tibet Society

— Case studies from S village in Guide county, Qinghai province, China —
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Abstract

Tibetan society has both temples of indigenous Bon religion and ones of different sects of Tibetan
Buddhism. They are different in size; some are county temples others are village temples. They are also
different in their organization, education, and economy. This paper focuses on Qinghai Tibet area and
describes the temples of the study village. Based on my fieldwork in the study village, which has temples
of Bon religion as well as ones of the Rnying Ma and Gelug schools of Tibetan Buddhism, this paper
describes religion and temple managements in a Qinghai Tibetan village after the religious restoration
movement in 1980s.
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