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Ganyu is located at the northeastern corner of Jiangsu. It has been

believed that the "Ru" (entering) tone in Middle Chinese was lost in

the dialect there. The linguistic survey of the Ganyu dialects in 1980
found that MC Ru tone words with voiceless or sonorant initials (Qing-

Ru) were phonologically or morpho-phonologically distinguished in the

Luoyang dialect, one of the southern Ganyu dialects, at the non-final

positions of words. At the final positions, MC Qing-Ru has merged with
Shang tone in the majority type of pronunciation, unlike the major

dialects in Ganyu in which it has merged with Yin-Ping tone. Qing-Ru is

also preserved in Shiciiao, northern Ganyu, and the traces of its features
are found even in other Ganyu dialects. It is assumed that the tone

register of Qing-Ru was lower than Shang and higher than Yin-Ping.

The development of Qing-Ru tone in the Ganyu dialects is discussed and
the evolutionary process of the tones is reconstructed.
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表 一



168



169〓

表 二
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