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Osaka Language School Goes Bankrupt

A major language school in Osaka, citing
unresolvable financial difficulties, has filed
for bankruptcy with the Osaka District
Court, leaving teachers and students alike
empty-handed.

Attorney, a conversation school based in
Kita-ku, offered English lessons at about 50
branches, mostly in the Kansai region. All
offices were reportedly closed on March 25.

More than 20,000 students are currently
enrolled at Attorney schools, according to
information obtained from a private research
company.

Attorney owes large amounts of money
to students, who paid tuition fees in advance,
and teachers, whose salaries reportedly went
unpaid when the school closed.

Students and teachers are expected to
confront the school’s management over the
money.

Attorney was established in 1974 and
attracted many students by offering English
lessons in a casual atmosphere.- But fierce
competition in the language education field
over the past few years caused the decline
and shutdown of the school, according to
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Attorney’s bank.
(Mainichi Daily News, March 29, 1994 )
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Mandela Elected President .

CAPE TOWN (AP)-Nelson Mandela
was chosen South Africa’s first black presi-
dent Monday by the new multiracial Parlia-
ment to complete the country’s remarkable
transition from white rule to democracy.

“Today we are entering a new era for
our country,” Mandela told tens of thousands
of cheering supporters from the balcony of
Cape Town’s City Hall moments after he was
selected president in the nearby parliament
building.

With the majestic Table Mountain in the
background, Mandela addressed the country
from the same balcony as on Feb.11,1990, the
day he was released from 27 years in prison.

“The people of South Africa have spoken
in these elections,” he said. “They want
change—and change is what they will get.”

The former political prisoner was the
only nominee to succeed F.-W.de Klerk, with
whom he shared the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize
for negotiating the end of apartheid. Mandela
will be inaugurated Tuesday in a massive
celebration in the capital of Pretoria.

“] accordingly declare Mr.Nelson Rohlih-
lala Mandela duly elected as the president of
the Republic of South Africa,” announced
Chief Justice Michael Corbett. With that, the
members of the new 400-seat National
Assembly dominated by Mandela’s African
National Congress leaped to their feet, ap-
plauding and shouting with joy.

Immediately afterward, Mandela stood
on the Parliament steps with de Klerk and
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ANC national chairman Thabo Mbeki, his
two deputy presidents, to hear the nation’s
two national anthems. He held his right hand
over his heart for both the one used by the
white government and newly added ANC
anthem.

From among the onlookers came chor-

uses of “We have overcome.” Military mem-
bers gave Mandela his first salute as head of
state.
, Earlier, Mandela and de Klerk strode in
together on a red carpet to a standing ovation
from the gathered lawmakers, many of them
former exiles and prisoners in the ANC strug-
gle against apartheid.

Mandela sat in de Klerk'’s old seat, while
the outgoing president sat on the opposition
benches for the first time in his 22 years in
Parliament.

( Maiwnichi Daily News, May 11, 1994 )
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Russian Kidnapping Ends, Hostages
Free

MOSCOW (AP)——A 24-hour hostage
drama ended Friday with commandos freeing
four remaining captives unharmed in a wild
mountain region of southern Russia and re-
claiming millions of dollars in ransom money.

Three of the kidnappers were seized and
a fourth died in a shootout, authorities said.

It was the second hostage-taking inci-
dent in the area in five months, highlighting
the crime wave that is sweeping Russia.

The kidnappers, granted the helicopter
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they demanded along with a three-man mili-
tary crew, took off from the resort city of
Mineralnye Vody at 9:15 a.m. with their four
hostages on board.

Army helicopters carrying antiterorist
squads were close behind, said Maj. Viktor
Gusakov, an Interior Ministry spokesman in
the city. Police and news reports said five
helicopters with special forces, including the
crack Alpha unit, were involved in the chase.

About three hours later, the Mi-8 landed
near the village of Bacha-Yurt in Chechnya,
a breakaway province of Russia.

Three of the kidnappers were captured
almost immediately, said Alexander Kalmy-
kov, a police official in Mineralnye vody. The
fourth gunman tried to flee into the near-by
woods and was killed in a gunbattle with the
special forces, he said.

There were conflicting reports about the
size of the ransom that authorities paid.
Unconfirmed reports said the kidnappers had
burned some of the money.

An Interior Ministry spokesman in .

Mineralnye Vody, Igor Denisov, said the kid-
nappers got $10 million. Another spokesman
in Moscow,Yuri Reshetnik, said the ransom
was $4 millioﬁ, and Russian Television put it
at $8 million.

In Chechnya,Interior Minister Apti
Barsnukayev said the hostage-takers
received six bags containing $4 million. The
ransom was recovered in full, he told the
Interfax news agency.

At least three of the gunmen were
identified as residents of Chechnya, known
for its fierce warrior culture and ruthless
criminal gangs. Interfax said Chechen vil-
lagers prepared to repel what they mistook
for a Russian attack when special forces

landed.
( The Daily Yominri, May 29, 1994 )
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Sending Hate by Male

Vienna Mayor Helmut Zilk was briefed
about the bombs as he returned to the city
last week, but he wanted to clear the stack of
personal mail that awaited him after a three-
day trip to Switzerland. Sitting in front of the
TV, he started to open his letters. Minutes
later an explosion virtually destroyed his left
hand. Severe loss of blood caused heart com
plications, and at week’s end Vienna's man-
of-the-people mayor was still in the hospital.

Zilk was one of four victims of a letter
bomb campaign that has shocked Austrians
proud to live in a country free of the violence
that has afflicted other parts of Europe. Ten
letters were sent in all, but six were intercept-
ed and deactivated by police. All of the tar-
gets seem to have been chosen for their sup-
port for immigrant and minority rights. Zilk
is outspoken in his support of Vienna's
Jewish community, Father August Janisch
works with asylum seekers, Silvana Meixner
hosts a television show for ethnic minorities
and Astrid Bielek works for a lawyer who
represents an Islamic aid organization. As
the European recession begins to dent the
economy, many Austrians are turning their
fear of unaccustomed austerity against the
influx of immigrants from Romania and ref-
ugees from the war in Bosnia. The right-
wing Freedom Party has gained support
steadily with its promise to restrict the num-
ber of foreigners.

Still, the highly professional mail bombs
were chillingly new in Austria. All the

devices were sent in white 15-cm by 10-cm
envelopes marked PERSONAL. Packed with
enough nitroglycerin to kill, a small flaw in
construction prevented any fatalities. In each
envelope was the same message: “We are
defending ourselves!” signed with the name
Count Ernst Rudiger von Starhemberg, a 17th
century aristocrat who defended Vienna
against Turkish invaders.

Police investigators suspect some
involvement from neighboring Germany.
Eight hundred officers are involved in a
massive investigation that has so far netted
two known Austrian neo-Nazi activists. One
of them was arrested at the Czech border,
apparently on his way to Berlin with a carful
of rifles and handguns. A neo-Nazi hit list of
German enemies of the far right was dis-
closed by the German media a day before the
first mail bomb exploded in Austria.

The attacks brought the normally apa-
thetic Viennese into the streets in protest.
Thousands signed petitions condemning the
violence. “What”, asked the daily newspaper
Der Standard, “in our apparently harmonious
and cultured land has gone so badly wrong
that people turn to explosives instead of
putting forward arguments in support of their
viewpoint?” On Tuesday public transport and
TV and radio transmissions halted across
Austria for a minute of silence —a fitting
remembrance not just for the mail - bomb
victims, but also for a treasured tranquility
now lost.

( Time, December 20, 1993 )
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Giants’ Makihara Attains Perfection

Yomiuri Giants pitcher Hiromi Makiha-
ra hurled a perfect game Wednesday night,
guiding the Central League leaders to a 6-0
victory over the Hiroshima Carp at the Fu-
kuoka Dome.

By not allowing any opposing batters to
reach base, the 30-year-old righthander be-
came the 15th pitcher in Japanese pro base-
ball to toss a perfect game.

It was the first such event since Yutaro
Imai of the Hankyu Braves blanked the Lotte
Orions in 1978.

“I feel like I'm dreaming,”said Makihar
aafter the game. “Every pitcher dreams of
aperfect game and I feel happy to be a
hurler.”

Makihara, who said he became conscious
of the would-be perfect game from the third
inning, used fastballs effectively to strike out
seven. He threw only 102 pitches enroute to
his fourth victory of the season against one
loss.

Hideki Matsui went 2-for-4 and drove in
two runs for the Giants, who were playing in
the 7,000th game in the 60-year history of the
club.

Makihara joined the Giants in 1982 and
became a free agent after last season, but re-
signed with Yomiuri.

Makihara has chalked up 112 wins, 90
losses and 6 saves spanning a 13-year career.

The Giants snapped their losing streak at
three.

( The Japan Times, May 20, 1994 )
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WHO Calls for Ban on Tobacco Ads

MANILA (AFP-Jiji)—The World
Organization called for a total ban Wednes-
day on tobacco advertising in East Asia and
the South Pacific,blaming it for the rapid rise
in smoking among women in the region.

“I believe that a ban on any kind of
promotion, as part of the comprehensive
WHO tobacco control strategy, will lead to a
sustained reduction in smoking over time,”
WHO Western Pacific director Han Sang
Tae said in a statement.

He said increasing tobacco use in the
region would lead to a sharp rise in tobacco-

related diseases, disabilities and deaths, with
a shift toward the developing world. WHO
said annual tobacco-related deaths world-
wide stood at about three million.

Han said ads aimed at Western Pacific
women, of which only five percent smoked,
was a “true attempt to create a market
where none exists. Evidence is already emerg-
ing that there is an increase in smoking
among young girls in many countries in this
region.”

Han praised the total tobacco advertis-
ing ban now in place in Australia, New
Zealand, Singapore and Vietnam, and called
on other countries “to follow their example
and ban all tobacco promotion in the Western
Pacific by the end of the decade.”

( The Daily Yomiuri, May 26, 1994 )

1) The number of women who smoke is
rapidly increasing in East Asia and the
South Pacific.

2) WHO thinks that the tobacco advertis-
ing ban is effective to reduce the num-
ber of smokers.

3) Annual deaths caused by tobacco are
about three million in developing coun-
tries.

4) More tobacco ads are targeting West-
ern Pacific because there is a big
market in the region.

5) The Philippines is one of the countries
which ban all the tobacco advertising.
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Anne Frank letters to go on display

An exhibition of photos and memorabilia
including letters by Anne Frank, the Jewish
Dutch girl who perished in a Nazi concen-
tration camp in World War II, will go on
display at the Tokyo Metropolitan Govern-
ment headquarters from Tuesday, organizers
said Monday.

The Anne Frank letters are newly acquir-
ed by the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s Museum
of Tolerance in Los Angeles. It will be the
first time they have gone on display any-
where in the world.

The exhibition, called “The Courage to
Remember,” contains 40 panels of 200 photos

and other memorabilia. It will end on May 20.
( Mainichi Daily News, May 10, 1994 )
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Father-son Team to Race in Japan

A father and his handicapped son, who
have inspired thousands.of people by compet-
ing in hundreds of triathlons and marathons
despite the son’s disability, have been invited
to take part in a race in Japan for the first
time.

Dick Hoyt, 53, and his 33-year-old son
Rick have participated in 580 marathons and
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triathlons around the world, and probably
would have raced in J apan by now if it
. hadn’t been for a law prohibiting cyclists
from carrying passengers on public roads.

The problem for racing officials in Japan
has been the specially-designed tricycle
which carries Rick while Dick pedals.
Although Rick is a participant in the races,
his disability prevents him from actually
swimming, pedalling or running. Officials
have thus categorized him as a passenger and
have consistently rejected the Hoyts’ partici-
pation in races in Japan. “Only one person on
a bicycle at a time,” said one race official in
the past who had decided against inviting the
Hoyts.“Races are usually run on public roads,
and we can’t permit their entrance if it vio-
lates the law.”

The precedent-setting race takes place
on Sunday June 12 in Kagoshima Prefecture
in the town of Amagi.

Mayor Yoichiro Kotobuki said he invited
the Hoyts because he “wanted to help them
fulfill their dream.” Police gave Kotobuki the

green light on condition that the tandem
posed no safety worries.

Yasuhiro Inada, manager of a triathlon
team in Sakai City, Osaka,which has been
trying to get the Hoyts invited to races in
Japan, said he hopes that this will lead to
more competitors coming here.

In triathlons, Hoyt pulls his son in a
rubber raft in the swimming section,trans-
ports him on a specially-designed tricycle in
his bicycle section, and pushes him in his
wheelchair in the running section.

( Mainichi Daily News, June 6, 1994 )
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