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Summary

Applying the method of linguistic geography, this thesis investigates the historical
formation of Chinese Huizhou dialect. Twenty-three phonetic and lexical items are
selected and their linguistic forms are mapped respectively. The analyses of each map
indicate that word form or phonetic feature shows six types of geographical
distribution, such as ‘AB’ type and ‘ABA’ type.

The present author argues that external influence played a significant role in the
formation of geographical distribution pattern and diachronic change of word forms

and phonetic features. lexical and phonetic features of three dialect groups, Jianghuai

GI#E) , Wu (&) and Gan (88) , passed into Huizhou region from four directions,

and their intrusions boosted the Huizhou dialect to change. Suppose that prior to the
intrusions of external dialects, only form A prevailed in Huizhou region. Then, if the
Jianghuai form B intruded into Huizhou, ‘AB’ type distribution would emerge. ‘ABA’
type could be the result of the intrusion of the same form B coming from two
directions, i.e. northeast and northewest. If lexical forms in northeast and northwest
were different (e.g. B and C), and they passed into Huizhou region at the same period
of time, ABCA type of distribution would be likely to arise.

Meanwhile, internal factors, such as folk-etymology and syllable deletion, and
other factors that are not relating to linguistics, such as natural geography, may also

have trigger some changes to readjust the geographic distribution of Huizhou dialect.
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