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Changes in the Lahu lives against increasing Thai and Chinese governmental
controls

Nishimoto, Yoichi
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Taking Lahu people, who are living in a mountainous areas of Upper
Southeast Asia and Southwest China, this study aimed to elucidate what changes Lahu in Thailand and
China have undergone and what life-experiences these different groups of Lahu have about the change
in the context of increasing governmental controls of Thai and Chinese central governments. The
study also took into consideration of the influences by religions; Christianity and Lahu traditional
religion. The study reveals that, although both these groups refer themselves by the same term "

Lahu,™ the changes they have experienced are of quite different kinds and so are their consciousness
about their historical experiences.
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