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Development of e-Learning Courses
for Japanese Kanji

Miho Fukagawa, Anastasia Bushimakina, Yukiko Tanaka and Yukiko Kawachi

Abstract

This paper is a report on e-learing materials which comply with the Kanji & Vocabulary
courses offered in the Japanese Language Course in Kanazawa University Integrated
Japanese Language Program. This materials are available on the university's LMS
(“Moodle”) and consists of a list which explains kanji characters and their pronunciation,
meanings and usages, and quizzes for practicing kanji-compound vocabulary usage. A total
of 1000 kanji characters and their kanji-compound vocabulary are covered in five courses. In
addition to the Kanji class on-line course, a self-study course which uses the same materials
is also offered for students who cannot register for the Kanji course because they are too busy
with their studies. A survey of learners who have used these materials showed that the
students of each course used them frequently and most of them responded that they were
useful for their kanji learning. It has been shown that these e-learning materials can help
students learn kanji. We also found that students want simpler access to the e-learning course
as well as materials which stimulate greater interest in learning kanji. From on these results,

we are planning to develop materials which are more effective and stimulating for learners.
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